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New York Times bestselling author and renowned linguist, John McWhorter, explores the complicated
and fascinating world of languages. From Standard English to Black English; obscure tongues only
spoken by a few thousand people in the world to the big ones like Mandarin - What Language Is
celebrates the history and curiosities of languages around the world and smashes our assumptions
about "correct" grammar.

An eye-opening tour for all language lovers, What Language Is offers a fascinating new perspective on the
way humans communicate. From vanishing languages spoken by a few hundred people to major tongues like
Chinese, with copious revelations about the hodgepodge nature of English, John McWhorter shows readers
how to see and hear languages as a linguist does. Packed with Big Ideas about language alongside wonderful
trivia, What Language Is explains how languages across the globe (the Queen's English and Surinam creoles
alike) originate, evolve, multiply, and divide. Raising provocative questions about what qualifies as a
language (so-called slang does have structured grammar), McWhorter also takes readers on a marvelous
journey through time and place-from Persian to the languages of Sri Lanka- to deliver a feast of facts about
the wonders of human linguistic expression.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Schanz:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve What Language Is (And What It Isn't and
What It Could Be) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
appropriate book with you?

Arthur Seaton:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important usually. The book What Language Is (And What It Isn't and What It Could
Be) seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The guide What Language Is (And What It Isn't and What It Could Be) is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book What Language
Is (And What It Isn't and What It Could Be). You never experience lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Jamie Gregory:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual What Language Is (And
What It Isn't and What It Could Be) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Haydee Todd:

What Language Is (And What It Isn't and What It Could Be) can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing What Language Is (And
What It Isn't and What It Could Be) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.
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