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In the most famous scandal of sports history, eight Chicago White Sox players--including Shoeless Joe
Jackson--agreed to throw the 1919 World Series to the Cincinnati Reds in exchange for the promise of
$20,000 each from gamblers reportedly working for New York mobster Arnold Rothstein. Heavily favored,
Chicago lost the Series five games to three. Although rumors of a fix flew while the series was being played,
they were largely disregarded by players and the public at large. It wasn't until a year later that a general
investigation into baseball gambling reopened the case, and a nationwide scandal emerged.

In this book, Charles Fountain offers a full and engaging history of one of baseball's true moments of crisis
and hand-wringing, and shows how the scandal changed the way American baseball was both managed and
perceived. After an extensive investigation and a trial that became a national morality play, the jury returned
not-guilty verdicts for all of the White Sox players in August of 1921. The following day, Judge Kennesaw
Mountain Landis, baseball's new commissioner, "regardless of the verdicts of juries," banned the eight
players for life. And thus the Black Sox entered into American mythology. Guilty or innocent? Guilty and
innocent? The country wasn't sure in 1921, and as Fountain shows, we still aren't sure today. But we are
continually pulled to the story, because so much of modern sport, and our attitude towards it, springs from
the scandal.

Fountain traces the Black Sox story from its roots in the gambling culture that pervaded the game in the
years surrounding World War I, through the confusing events of the 1919 World Series itself, to the noisy
aftermath and trial, and illuminates the moment as baseball's tipping point. Despite the clumsy unfolding of
the scandal and trial and the callous treatment of the players involved, the Black Sox saga was a cleansing
moment for the sport. It launched the age of the baseball commissioner, as baseball owners hired Landis and
surrendered to him the control of their game. Fountain shows how sweeping changes in 1920s triggered by
the scandal moved baseball away from its association with gamblers and fixers, and details how American's
attitude toward the pastime shifted as they entered into "The Golden Age of Sport."

Situating the Black Sox events in the context of later scandals, including those involving Reds manager and
player Pete Rose, and the ongoing use of steroids in the game up through the present, Fountain illuminates
America's near century-long fascination with the story, and its continuing relevance today.
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From reader reviews:

Jesica Demarco:

The book The Betrayal: The 1919 World Series and the Birth of Modern Baseball can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great
thing like a book The Betrayal: The 1919 World Series and the Birth of Modern Baseball? A number of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book The Betrayal: The 1919 World Series and the Birth of Modern
Baseball has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jacqueline Kellett:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important normally. The book The Betrayal: The 1919 World Series and
the Birth of Modern Baseball had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve The Betrayal: The 1919 World Series and
the Birth of Modern Baseball is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship using the book The Betrayal: The 1919 World Series and the Birth of Modern Baseball. You
never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Franklin Crossland:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Betrayal: The 1919
World Series and the Birth of Modern Baseball book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jesica Simon:

The event that you get from The Betrayal: The 1919 World Series and the Birth of Modern Baseball could be
the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Betrayal: The 1919 World Series and the Birth
of Modern Baseball giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
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