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Safe as Houses, the debut story collection of Marie-Helene Bertino, proves that not all homes are shelters.
The titular story revolves around an aging English professor who, mourning the loss of his wife, robs other
people's homes of their sentimental knick-knacks. In "Free Ham," a young dropout wins a ham after her
house burns down and refuses to accept it. “Has my ham done anything wrong?” she asks when the grocery
store manager demands that she claim it.
 
In "Carry Me Home, Sisters of Saint Joseph," a failed commercial writer moves into the basement of a
convent and inadvertently discovers the secrets of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. A girl, hoping to talk her
brother out of enlisting in the army, brings Bob Dylan home for Thanksgiving dinner in the quiet, dreamy
"North Of." In “The Idea of Marcel,” Emily, a conservative, elegant girl, has dinner with the idea of her ex-
boyfriend, Marcel. In a night filled with baffling coincidences, including Marcel having dinner with his idea
of Emily, she wonders why we tend to be more in love with ideas than with reality. In and out of the rooms
of these gritty, whimsical stories roam troubled, funny people struggling to reconcile their circumstances to
some kind of American Ideal and failing, over and over. 
 
The stories of Safe as Houses are magical and original and help answer such universal and existential
questions as: How far will we go to stay loyal to our friends? Can we love a man even though he is inches
shorter than our ideal? Why doesn’t Bob Dylan ever have his own smokes? And are there patron saints for
everything, even lost socks and bad movies?
 

All homes are not shelters. But then again, some are. Welcome to the home of Marie-Helene Bertino. 
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Allen:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Maureen Jones:

The reason? Because this Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So
, still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Jorge Wilson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside
or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.

Kaye Reynolds:

The book untitled Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people,
so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The
author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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