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In this book, Pulitzer Prize-winning poet C. K. Williams sets aside the mass of biography and literary
criticism that has accumulated around the work and person of Walt Whitman, and attempts to go back to
Leaves of Grass as he first encountered it, to explore why Whitman's epic "continues to inspire and
sometimes daunt" him. The result is a personal reassessment and appreciation of one master poet by another,
as well as an unconventional and brilliant introduction--or reintroduction--to Whitman.

In brief, thematic chapters with many quotations from Leaves of Grass, Williams explores the innovations,
originality, and sheer genius of the poetry that has become, as he puts it, "the unconscious" of much of the
poetry of America and the world. Williams pays particular attention to the music of Whitman's poetry, its
blazing perception and enormous human sympathy, its affecting anecdotes, and its vast cast of characters, as
well as to the radical nature of Whitman's first-person speaker, his liberating attitude toward sex, and his
unconventional ideas about death. While conveying the singularities of Whitman's work, Williams also
shows what Whitman had in common with other great poets of his time, such as Baudelaire, and the
powerful influence Whitman had on later poets such as Eliot and Pound.

Beautifully written and rich with insight, this is a book that refreshes our ability to see Whitman in all his
power.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Rubio:

The book On Whitman (Writers on Writers) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book On Whitman (Writers on Writers) to
become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a
guide On Whitman (Writers on Writers). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Mark Whitten:

This book untitled On Whitman (Writers on Writers) to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to
buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Pearl Minjares:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of
them is this On Whitman (Writers on Writers).

Donna Wright:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
record in your reading list is On Whitman (Writers on Writers). This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve
you can get many advantages.
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