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What links conscious experience of pain, joy, color, and smell to bioelectrical activity in the brain? How can
anything physical give rise to nonphysical, subjective, conscious states? Christof Koch has devoted much of
his career to bridging the seemingly unbridgeable gap between the physics of the brain and phenomenal
experience. This engaging book -- part scientific overview, part memoir, part futurist speculation -- describes
Koch's search for an empirical explanation for consciousness. Koch recounts not only the birth of the modern
science of consciousness but also the subterranean motivation for his quest -- his instinctual (if "romantic")
belief that life is meaningful.

Koch describes his own groundbreaking work with Francis Crick in the 1990s and 2000s and the gradual
emergence of consciousness (once considered a "fringy" subject) as a legitimate topic for scientific
investigation. Present at this paradigm shift were Koch and a handful of colleagues, including Ned Block,
David Chalmers, Stanislas Dehaene, Giulio Tononi, Wolf Singer, and others. Aiding and abetting it were
new techniques to listen in on the activity of individual nerve cells, clinical studies, and brain-imaging
technologies that allowed safe and noninvasive study of the human brain in action.

Koch gives us stories from the front lines of modern research into the neurobiology of consciousness as well
as his own reflections on a variety of topics, including the distinction between attention and awareness, the
unconscious, how neurons respond to Homer Simpson, the physics and biology of free will, dogs, Der Ring
des Nibelungen, sentient machines, the loss of his belief in a personal God, and sadness. All of them are
signposts in the pursuit of his life's work -- to uncover the roots of consciousness.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Leavitt:

The reason why? Because this Consciousness: Confessions of a Romantic Reductionist is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret
the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and
your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Clarence Liller:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Consciousness: Confessions of a
Romantic Reductionist which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Ashley Williams:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This Consciousness: Confessions of a Romantic Reductionist can give
you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Consciousness: Confessions of a Romantic Reductionist.

Tara Reynolds:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this Consciousness: Confessions of a Romantic Reductionist can make you feel more interested to read.
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