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Genius. With hints of madness and mystery, moral license and visionary force, the word suggests an almost
otherworldly power: the power to create, to divine the secrets of the universe, even to destroy. Yet the notion
of genius has been diluted in recent times. Today, rock stars, football coaches, and entrepreneurs are labeled
‘geniuses,’ and the word is applied so widely that it has obscured the sense of special election and
superhuman authority that long accompanied it.

As acclaimed historian Darrin M. McMahon explains, the concept of genius has roots in antiquity, when men
of prodigious insight were thought to possess—or to be possessed by—demons and gods. Adapted in the
centuries that followed and applied to a variety of religious figures, including prophets, apostles, sorcerers,
and saints, abiding notions of transcendent human power were invoked at the time of the Renaissance to
explain the miraculous creativity of men like Leonardo and Michelangelo.

Yet it was only in the eighteenth century that the genius was truly born, idolized as a new model of the
highest human type. Assuming prominence in figures as varied as Newton and Napoleon, the modern genius
emerged in tension with a growing belief in human equality. Contesting the notion that all are created equal,
geniuses served to dramatize the exception of extraordinary individuals not governed by ordinary laws. The
phenomenon of genius drew scientific scrutiny and extensive public commentary into the 20th century, but it
also drew religious and political longings that could be abused. In the genius cult of the Nazis and the
outpouring of reverence for the redemptive figure of Einstein, genius achieved both its apotheosis and its
Armageddon.

The first comprehensive history of this elusive concept, Divine Fury follows the fortunes of genius and
geniuses through the ages down to the present day, showing how—despite its many permutations and recent
democratization—genius remains a potent force in our lives, reflecting modern needs, hopes, and fears.
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From reader reviews:

Hilary Williams:

The particular book Divine Fury: A History of Genius has a lot of information on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after looking over this book.

Eric Sanders:

This Divine Fury: A History of Genius is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular
book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Divine
Fury: A History of Genius in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this guide already
do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Kristi Goins:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, and soon. The Divine Fury: A History of Genius offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Gail Blakely:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Divine Fury: A History
of Genius which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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