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Why do some civil wars end in successfully implemented peace settlements while others are fought to the
finish? Numerous competing theories address this question. Yet not until now has a study combined the
historical sweep, empirical richness, and conceptual rigor necessary to put them thoroughly to the test and
draw lessons invaluable to students, scholars, and policymakers. Using data on every civil war fought
between 1940 and 1992, Barbara Walter details the conditions that lead combatants to partake in what she
defines as a three-step process--the decision on whether to initiate negotiations, to compromise, and, finally,
to implement any resulting terms. Her key finding: rarely are such conflicts resolved without active third-
party intervention.

Walter argues that for negotiations to succeed it is not enough for the opposing sides to resolve the
underlying issues behind a civil war. Instead the combatants must clear the much higher hurdle of designing
credible guarantees on the terms of agreement--something that is difficult without outside assistance.
Examining conflicts from Greece to Laos, China to Columbia, Bosnia to Rwanda, Walter confirms just how
crucial the prospect of third-party security guarantees and effective power-sharing pacts can be--and that
adversaries do, in fact, consider such factors in deciding whether to negotiate or fight. While taking many
other variables into account and acknowledging that third parties must also weigh the costs and benefits of
involvement in civil war resolution, this study reveals not only how peace is possible, but probable.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Henson:

The book Committing to Peace: The Successful Settlement of Civil Wars make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Committing to
Peace: The Successful Settlement of Civil Wars to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like open and read a publication Committing to Peace: The Successful Settlement of Civil Wars. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Stephanie Matias:

Here thing why this particular Committing to Peace: The Successful Settlement of Civil Wars are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content than it which
is the content is as delightful as food or not. Committing to Peace: The Successful Settlement of Civil Wars
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no
book that similar with Committing to Peace: The Successful Settlement of Civil Wars. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can
be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Committing to
Peace: The Successful Settlement of Civil Wars in e-book can be your alternative.

Perry Payne:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in writing, they
also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Committing to Peace: The
Successful Settlement of Civil Wars.

Kayla Congdon:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Committing to Peace:



The Successful Settlement of Civil Wars which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.
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