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For over a century, plant specialists worldwide have sought to transform healing plants in African countries
into pharmaceuticals. And for equally as long, conflicts over these medicinal plants have endured, from
stolen recipes and toxic tonics to unfulfilled promises of laboratory equipment and usurped personal patents.
In Bitter Roots, Abena Dove Osseo-Asare draws on publicly available records and extensive interviews with
scientists and healers in Ghana, Madagascar, and South Africa to interpret how African scientists and
healers, rural communities, and drug companies—including Pfizer, Bristol-Myers Squibb, and
Unilever—have sought since the 1880s to develop drugs from Africa’s medicinal plants.
           
Osseo-Asare recalls the efforts to transform six plants into pharmaceuticals: rosy periwinkle, Asiatic
pennywort, grains of paradise, Strophanthus, Cryptolepis, and Hoodia. Through the stories of each plant, she
shows that herbal medicine and pharmaceutical chemistry have simultaneous and overlapping histories that
cross geographic boundaries. At the same time, Osseo-Asare sheds new light on how various interests have
tried to manage the rights to these healing plants and probes the challenges associated with assigning
ownership to plants and their biochemical components.   
           
A fascinating examination of the history of medicine in colonial and postcolonial Africa, Bitter Roots will be
indispensable for scholars of Africa; historians interested in medicine, biochemistry, and society; and policy
makers concerned with drug access and patent rights.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Bailey:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Bitter Roots: The Search for Healing
Plants in Africa will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Nellie Wellborn:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Bitter Roots: The Search for Healing Plants in Africa your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never
get ahead of. The Bitter Roots: The Search for Healing Plants in Africa giving you one more experience
more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era.
So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Lisa Sullivan:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Bitter Roots: The Search for
Healing Plants in Africa that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good
habit, it is possible to pick Bitter Roots: The Search for Healing Plants in Africa become your current starter.

Timothy Quintero:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Bitter Roots: The Search for
Healing Plants in Africa or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Bitter Roots: The Search for Healing Plants in Africa to make your



spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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