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When a master novelist, essayist, and critic searches for the wellsprings of his own work, where does he
turn? Mario Vargas Llosa—Peruvian writer, presidential contender, and public intellectual—answers this
most personal question with elegant concision in this collection of essays. In “Four Centuries of Don
Quixote,” he revisits the quintessential Spanish novel—a fiction about fiction whose ebullient prose still
questions the certainties of our stumbling ideals. In recounting his illicit, delicious discovery of Borges’
fiction—“the most important thing to happen to imaginative writing in the Spanish language in modern
times”—Vargas Llosa stands in for a generation of Latin American novelists who were liberated from their
sense of isolation and inferiority by this Argentinean master of the European tradition.

In a nuanced appreciation of Ortega y Gasset, Vargas Llosa recovers the democratic liberalism of a
misunderstood radical—a mid-century political philosopher on a par with Sartre and Russell, ignored
because “he was only a Spaniard.” And in essays on the influence of Karl Popper and Isaiah Berlin, the
author finds an antidote to the poisonous well of fanaticism in its many modern forms, from socialist
utopianism and nationalism to religious fundamentalism. From these essays a picture emerges of a writer for
whom the enchantment of literature awakens a critical gaze on the turbulent world in which we live.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Bynum:

Wellsprings (The Richard Ellmann Lectures in Modern Literature) can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Wellsprings
(The Richard Ellmann Lectures in Modern Literature) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Shawn Farr:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Wellsprings (The Richard Ellmann Lectures in Modern
Literature) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Mary Marshall:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Wellsprings (The Richard Ellmann
Lectures in Modern Literature) can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these books have than the others?

Ashley Paul:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Wellsprings (The Richard Ellmann Lectures in
Modern Literature) was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Wellsprings (The Richard Ellmann Lectures in Modern Literature) has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try
to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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