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Too often in practice, there is a tendency to pathologize clients, requiring a diagnosis as part of the helping
relationship. Suppose, however, that most of the client problems that social workers encounter have more to
do with the vagaries of life and not with what clients are doing wrong. This powerful idea is the philosophy
behind the strengths-based approaches to social work. This groundbreaking practice handbook takes this
concept one step further, combining the different strengths-based approaches into an overarching model of
solution-oriented social work for greater impact. The strengths perspective emphasizes client strengths, goal-
setting, and a shared definition of positive outcome. Solution-focused therapy approaches ongoing problems
when they have temporarily abated, amplifying exceptions as solutions. This natural but rarely explored
pairing is one component in the challenging and effective practice framework presented here by the authors,
two seasoned practitioners with over 50 years of combined experience. By integrating the most useful
aspects of the major approaches, a step-by-step plan for action emerges. With this text in hand, you will:

- Integrate elements from the strengths perspective, solution-focused therapy, narrative therapy, and the
strategic therapy of the Mental Research Institute (the MRI approach) into an effective and eclectic
framework
- Build and practice your skills using case examples, transcripts, and practical advice
- Equip yourself with the tools you need to emphasize clients' strengths
- Challenge the diagnosis-first medical model of behavioral health care
- Collaborate with clients to get past thinking (first-order change), and more to acting "outside the box"
(second-order change)
- Learn to work with a wide variety of clients, including individuals, groups, and families; involuntary
clients; clients with severe mental illness; and clients in crisis

For any student or practitioner interested in working with clients towards collaborative and empowering
change, this is the essential text.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Bowen:

This book untitled Solution-Oriented Social Work Practice: An Integrative Approach to Working with Client
Strengths to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication
you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you
can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-
book from your list.

Pearl Minjares:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Solution-Oriented Social Work Practice: An Integrative Approach to Working with Client Strengths your
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely
will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get before. The Solution-Oriented Social Work Practice: An Integrative
Approach to Working with Client Strengths giving you another experience more than blown away your head
but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Christina Harper:

Beside that Solution-Oriented Social Work Practice: An Integrative Approach to Working with Client
Strengths in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Solution-Oriented Social Work Practice:
An Integrative Approach to Working with Client Strengths because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such
as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it
from now!

Kimberly Martin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous



books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Solution-Oriented Social Work Practice:
An Integrative Approach to Working with Client Strengths.
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