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In this sweeping and richly illustrated history, S. Frederick Starr tells the fascinating but largely unknown
story of Central Asia's medieval enlightenment through the eventful lives and astonishing accomplishments
of its greatest minds--remarkable figures who built a bridge to the modern world. Because nearly all of these
figures wrote in Arabic, they were long assumed to have been Arabs. In fact, they were from Central Asia--
drawn from the Persianate and Turkic peoples of a region that today extends from Kazakhstan southward
through Afghanistan, and from the easternmost province of Iran through Xinjiang, China.

Lost Enlightenment recounts how, between the years 800 and 1200, Central Asia led the world in trade and
economic development, the size and sophistication of its cities, the refinement of its arts, and, above all, in
the advancement of knowledge in many fields. Central Asians achieved signal breakthroughs in astronomy,
mathematics, geology, medicine, chemistry, music, social science, philosophy, and theology, among other
subjects. They gave algebra its name, calculated the earth's diameter with unprecedented precision, wrote the
books that later defined European medicine, and penned some of the world's greatest poetry. One scholar,
working in Afghanistan, even predicted the existence of North and South America--five centuries before
Columbus. Rarely in history has a more impressive group of polymaths appeared at one place and time. No
wonder that their writings influenced European culture from the time of St. Thomas Aquinas down to the
scientific revolution, and had a similarly deep impact in India and much of Asia.

Lost Enlightenment chronicles this forgotten age of achievement, seeks to explain its rise, and explores the
competing theories about the cause of its eventual demise. Informed by the latest scholarship yet written in a
lively and accessible style, this is a book that will surprise general readers and specialists alike.
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From reader reviews:

Sunny Weaver:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Lost Enlightenment:
Central Asia's Golden Age from the Arab Conquest to Tamerlane book as beginning and daily reading book.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Maria Mariani:

The book untitled Lost Enlightenment: Central Asia's Golden Age from the Arab Conquest to Tamerlane is
the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that
they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Lost Enlightenment:
Central Asia's Golden Age from the Arab Conquest to Tamerlane from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy free time.

Robert Poulin:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day long to reading a reserve. The book Lost Enlightenment: Central Asia's Golden Age from the Arab
Conquest to Tamerlane it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book provides high quality.

Bobbie Freeman:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Lost Enlightenment: Central
Asia's Golden Age from the Arab Conquest to Tamerlane that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for



all you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Lost Enlightenment: Central Asia's
Golden Age from the Arab Conquest to Tamerlane become your starter.
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