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A rigorous examination of the workings of fiction by the novelist Robert Boswell, "one of America's
finest writers" (Tom Perrotta)

Robert Boswell has been writing, reading, and teaching literature for more than twenty years. In this
sparkling collection of essays, he brings this vast experience and a keen critical eye to bear on craft issues
facing literary writers. Examples from masters such as Leo Tolstoy, Flannery O'Connor, and Alice Munro
illustrate this engaging discussion of what makes great writing.

At the same time, Boswell moves readers beyond the classroom, candidly sharing the experiences that have
shaped his own writing life. A chance encounter in a hotel bar leads to a fascinating glimpse into his
imaginative process. And through the story of a boyhood adventure, Boswell details how important it is for
writers to give themselves over to what he calls the "half-known world" of fiction, where surprise and
meaning converge.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Blanding:

The book The Half-Known World: On Writing Fiction can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book The
Half-Known World: On Writing Fiction? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But
one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book The Half-Known World: On Writing Fiction has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Sheila Kilburn:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Half-
Known World: On Writing Fiction book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Hector Duggan:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Half-Known World: On
Writing Fiction that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but
for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you may pick The Half-Known World: On Writing Fiction become your own starter.

Brent Campbell:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those publications have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the book
The Half-Known World: On Writing Fiction we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people?
To get creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim.
Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book The Half-Known World: On Writing Fiction. You
can more desirable than now.
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