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Focusing on the years from 1922 to 1938, this book revisits an important moment in black cultural history to
explore how visual elements were used in poems, novels, and photography to undermine existing
stereotypes. Miriam Thaggert identifies and analyzes an early form of black American modernism
characterized by a heightened level of experimentation with visual and verbal techniques for narrating and
representing blackness. The work of the writers and artists under discussion reflects the creative tension
between the intangibility of some forms of black expression, such as spirituals, and the materiality of the
body evoked by other representations of blackness, such as "Negro" dialect.

By paying special attention to the contributions of photographers and other visual artists who have not been
discussed in previous accounts of black modernism, Thaggert expands the scope of our understanding of the
Harlem Renaissance and contributes to a growing recognition of the importance of visual culture as a distinct
element within, and not separate from, black literary studies.

Thaggert trains her critical eye on the work of James Weldon Johnson, Nella Larsen, George Schuyler, Carl
Van Vechten, James Van Der Zee, and Aaron Siskind?artists who experimented with narrative and
photographic techniques in order to alter the perception of black images and to question and reshape how one
reads and sees the black body. Examining some of the more problematic authors and artists of black
modernism, she challenges entrenched assumptions about black literary and visual representations of the
early to mid twentieth century.

Thaggert concludes her study with a close look at the ways in which Harlem and the Harlem Renaissance
were reimagined and memorialized in two notable texts?Wallace Thurman's 1932 satire Infants of the Spring
and the Metropolitan Museum of Art's controversial 1969 exhibition "Harlem on My Mind: The Cultural
Capital of Black America, 1900–1968."
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Munoz:

With other case, little people like to read book Images of Black Modernism: Verbal and Visual Strategies of
the Harlem Renaissance. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important any book Images of Black Modernism: Verbal and Visual Strategies of the Harlem
Renaissance. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a
book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go
to the library. Let's study.

Pamela Watkins:

Here thing why this particular Images of Black Modernism: Verbal and Visual Strategies of the Harlem
Renaissance are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Images of Black Modernism:
Verbal and Visual Strategies of the Harlem Renaissance giving you information deeper as different ways,
you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with Images of Black Modernism:
Verbal and Visual Strategies of the Harlem Renaissance. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Images of Black Modernism: Verbal and
Visual Strategies of the Harlem Renaissance in e-book can be your option.

Fran Short:

The reason why? Because this Images of Black Modernism: Verbal and Visual Strategies of the Harlem
Renaissance is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will
distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the
book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going
to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as
help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

David Baxter:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Images of Black Modernism:
Verbal and Visual Strategies of the Harlem Renaissance is simple to bring you can read it in the park your
car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can



buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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