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No place is perfectly safe, but some places are more dangerous than others. Whether we live on a floodplain
or in "Tornado Alley," near a nuclear facility or in a neighborhood poorly lit at night, we all co-exist uneasily
with natural and man-made hazards. As Mark Monmonier shows in this entertaining and immensely
informative book, maps can tell us a lot about where we can anticipate certain hazards, but they can also be
dangerously misleading.

California, for example, takes earthquakes seriously, with a comprehensive program of seismic mapping,
whereas Washington has been comparatively lax about earthquakes in Puget Sound. But as the Northridge
earthquake in January 1994 demonstrated all too clearly to Californians, even reliable seismic-hazard maps
can deceive anyone who misinterprets "known fault-lines" as the only places vulnerable to earthquakes.

Important as it is to predict and prepare for catastrophic natural hazards, more subtle and persistent
phenomena such as pollution and crime also pose serious dangers that we have to cope with on a daily basis.
Hazard-zone maps highlight these more insidious hazards and raise awareness about them among planners,
local officials, and the public.

With the help of many maps illustrating examples from all corners of the United States, Monmonier
demonstrates how hazard mapping reflects not just scientific understanding of hazards but also perceptions
of risk and how risk can be reduced. Whether you live on a faultline or a coastline, near a toxic waste dump
or an EMF-generating power line, you ignore this book's plain-language advice on geographic hazards and
how to avoid them at your own peril.

"No one should buy a home, rent an apartment, or even drink the local water without having read this
fascinating cartographic alert on the dangers that lurk in our everyday lives. . . . Who has not asked where it
is safe to live? Cartographies of Danger provides the answer."—H. J. de Blij, NBC News

"Even if you're not interested in maps, you're almost certainly interested in hazards. And this book is one of
the best places I've seen to learn about them in a highly entertaining and informative fashion."—John Casti,
New Scientist
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Gross:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Cartographies of Danger: Mapping Hazards in America.

Vera Harris:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Cartographies of Danger: Mapping
Hazards in America will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Ronald Marinelli:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Cartographies of Danger: Mapping Hazards in America your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get ahead of. The Cartographies of Danger: Mapping Hazards in America giving you one
more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life with
this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Jessie Adams:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be Cartographies of Danger: Mapping Hazards in America why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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