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In a midcentury American cultural episode forgotten today, intellectuals of all schools shared a belief that
human nature was under threat. The immediate result was a glut of dense, abstract books on the "nature of
man." But the dawning "age of the crisis of man," as Mark Greif calls it, was far more than a historical
curiosity. In this ambitious intellectual and literary history, Greif recovers this lost line of thought to show
how it influenced society, politics, and culture before, during, and long after World War II.

During the 1930s and 1940s, fears of the barbarization of humanity energized New York intellectuals,
Chicago protoconservatives, European Jewish émigrés, and native-born bohemians to seek "re-
enlightenment," a new philosophical account of human nature and history. After the war this effort diffused,
leading to a rebirth of modern human rights and a new power for the literary arts.

Critics' predictions of a "death of the novel" challenged writers to invest bloodless questions of human nature
with flesh and detail. Hemingway, Faulkner, and Richard Wright wrote flawed novels of abstract man.
Succeeding them, Ralph Ellison, Saul Bellow, Flannery O'Connor, and Thomas Pynchon constituted a new
guard who tested philosophical questions against social realities--race, religious faith, and the rise of
technology--that kept difference and diversity alive.

By the 1960s, the idea of "universal man" gave way to moral antihumanism, as new sensibilities and social
movements transformed what had come before. Greif's reframing of a foundational debate takes us beyond
old antagonisms into a new future, and gives a prehistory to the fractures of our own era.
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From reader reviews:

Eduardo Baro:

The book The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973 can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing
like a book The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973? A number of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in
America, 1933-1973 has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Catherine Ng:

This The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973 book is simply not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. That The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-
1973 without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't be worry The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973 can bring any
time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America,
1933-1973 having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Beth Sanders:

The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973 can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Age
of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973 however doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Olga Andres:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't



see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973 can
make you sense more interested to read.
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