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In the late 1890s a journalist wrote, "Spanish women would rather weep at a husband's or a son's gravesite
than blush for lack of patriotic fervor." Yet at a time when women were expected to sacrifice their sons and
husbands willingly for the sake of the nation, women organized and led three significant demonstrations
against conscription in Spain. In Spanish Women and the Colonial Wars of the 1890s, D. J. Walker succeeds
not only in contextualizing these demonstrations but also in elucidating what they suggested to
contemporaries about the role of women in public life in late nineteenth-century Spain.

During Spain's military action against an uprising in its North African enclave of Melilla (1893) and its wars
against separatists in Cuba (1868-78, 1895-98) and the Philippines (1896-98), Spaniards could pay a fee to
the government to avoid being drafted--leaving the poor to fill the military's ranks. To protest unequal
conscription practices, women organized a demonstration in Zaragoza on August 1, 1896, and two smaller
demonstrations followed in Chiva (Valencia) and Viso del Alcor (near Sevilla). While such demonstrations
were small in number and had no effect on government policy, they received considerable attention in Spain
and across the globe.

Drawing on a broad range of primary sources, including literature, memoirs, and visual representations,
Walker explores what the eruption of these protests meant to the various groups that made up the political
opposition in Spain. She also considers the extent to which the history of women in the 1890s yields insights
into the Spanish government's efforts to muffle any calls for change that were connected either to the status
of women or that of the working classes. She reviews the representation of women in connection to war and
violence in the press and in other contemporary writings, as well as the perceptions of women and violence
regarding the Paris Commune (still a vivid memory for a number of Spaniards in 1896) and anarchism. The
appendix includes excerpts from primary sources that present often-neglected ideas and programs of
dissident women, including Teresa Claramunt, Soledad Gustavo, and Angeles López de Ayala.

Affording specific insights into the formidable obstacles--including the Catholic Church, class, and gender
animosities--that blocked change in the status and role of women in Spanish society, Spanish Women and the
Colonial Wars of the 1890s delineates the beginnings of meaningful struggles against those barriers.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Gentry:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Spanish Women and the
Colonial Wars of the 1890s? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Alexandra Sauer:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book Spanish Women and the Colonial Wars of the 1890s it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Jared Williams:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Spanish Women and the Colonial
Wars of the 1890s book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Spanish Women and the
Colonial Wars of the 1890s as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Donald Barber:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of the
Spanish Women and the Colonial Wars of the 1890s when you needed it?
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