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In recent years, there has been an explosion of critical interest in the icons, genres and traditions of 1970s
Italian cult film. Thanks to the international success of directors such as Dario Argento and Sergio Martino,
and the influential giallo (thriller) cycle in which they worked, these unconventional and often controversial
films are now impacting on new generations of filmmakers, scholars and moviegoers alike. Bodies of Desire
and Bodies in Distress: The Golden Age of Italian Cult Cinema 1970-1985 considers the current interest in
specific Italian directors and cult genres, exploring the social, political and cultural factors that spawned a
decade of cinema dominated by extreme, yet stylish, images of sexuality and violence. Bodies of Desire and
Bodies in Distress situates the explosion of 1970s Italian cult 'excess' against the toxic backdrop of political
violence and terrorist activity that produced shocking images of carnage and crime during this period. The
volume also considers why the iconography of the sexually liberated female became recast as a symbol of
fear and violation in a range of Italian cult film narratives. In addition, the book also analyses how
longstanding regional distinctions between Italy's urban North and the much maligned rural South fed into
sex and death cycles produced between 1970 and 1985. Bodies of Desire and Bodies in Distress profiles
leading 1970s Italian directors and performers including Aristide Massaccesi (Joe D'Amato), Laura Gemser,
and Dario Argento (who also provides an interview discussing his work and 1970s Italian society). The
volume also provides case-studies of the giallo cycle, rape and revenge dramas, the Italian rogue cop series,
post-apocalypse films, barbarian movies, and sex comedy formats. By considering the icons and genres from
the golden age of Italian cult film alongside the crucial social and sexual tensions that influenced their
creation, this book will be of interest to film scholars and cult movie fans alike.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to
reading a e-book. The book Bodies of Desire and Bodies in Distress: The Golden Age of Italian Cult Cinema
1970-1985 it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book possesses high quality.

John Ashton:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Bodies of Desire and Bodies in Distress: The Golden
Age of Italian Cult Cinema 1970-1985 why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Manuel Thomas:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Bodies of Desire and Bodies in Distress: The Golden Age of Italian Cult
Cinema 1970-1985 will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Sheila Cyr:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Bodies of Desire and Bodies in Distress: The Golden Age
of Italian Cult Cinema 1970-1985 was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Bodies of Desire and Bodies in Distress: The Golden Age of Italian Cult Cinema 1970-1985 has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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