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The neo-slave narrative is an important development in American literary history and has serious revisionist
intentions at its foundation. This book examines how contemporary African American women writers have
shaped the genre. These authors have written neo-slave narratives to reinscribe history from the perspective
of the African American woman, most specifically the nineteenth century enslaved mother. The writers
considered in this study—Sherley Anne Williams, Toni Morrison, J. California Cooper, Gayl Jones, and
Octavia Butler—explore American slavery through the lens of gender, both to interrogate the myth that
enslaved women, denied the privilege of having a gender identity by the institution of slavery, were in fact
genderless, and to celebrate the acts of resistance which enabled enslaved women to mother in the fullest
sense of the term.

The volume begins with an overview of historical representations of slavery in America, from the slave
narrative itself to the revisionist scholarship of the 1960s. The book then examines several individual neo-
slave narratives, such as Margaret Walker's Jubilee (1966), Williams' Dessa Rose (1986), Morrison's Beloved
(1987), Cooper's Family (1991), Jones' Corregidora (1975), and Butler's Kindred (1979). What the women
in these novels have in common is the fact that they mother; what the writers have in common is a tendency
to utilize subversive strategies such as reversal, blurring, and the creation of myth to dramatize gender
identity and to highlight the varied nature of motherhood as enslaved women experienced it. The final
chapter evaluates the influence of the neo-slave narrative on American literature in general and on popular
perceptions and misperceptions of African American women.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradsher:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read
one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Black Women Writers and the
American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered (Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies)
is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Katherine Levy:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Black Women Writers and the
American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered (Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies)
can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make
you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Black Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave
Narrative: Femininity Unfettered (Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies).

Barbara Bell:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Black Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered
(Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies). You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing
the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Lily Terry:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Black
Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered (Contributions in Afro-
American & African Studies).
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