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In Before Shaughnessy: Basic Writing at Yale and Harvard, 1920–1960, Kelly Ritter uses materials from the
archives at Harvard and Yale and contemporary theories of writing instruction to reconsider the definition of
basic writing and basic writers within a socio-historical context. Ritter challenges the association of basic
writing with only poorly funded institutions and poorly prepared students.

Using Yale and Harvard as two sample case studies, Ritter shows that basic writing courses were alive and
well, even in the Ivy League, in the early twentieth century.  She argues not only that basic writers exist
across institutional types and diverse student populations, but that the prevalence of these writers has existed
far more historically than we generally acknowledge.

Uncovering this forgotten history of basic writing at elite institutions, Ritter contends that the politics and
problems of the identification and the definition of basic writers and basic writing began long before the
work of Mina Shaughnessy in Errors and Expectations and the rise of open admissions. Indeed, she
illustrates how the problems and politics have been with us since the advent of English A at Harvard and the
heightened consumer-based policies that resulted in the new admissions criteria of the early twentieth-
century American university. In order to recognize this long-standing reality of basic writing, we must now
reconsider whether the nearly standardized, nationalized definition of “basic” is any longer a beneficial one
for the positive growth and democratic development of our first-year writing programs and students.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Brock:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Before Shaughnessy: Basic Writing at Yale and Harvard, 1920-1960 (Cccc
Studies in Writing and Rhetoric).

Robert Beck:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Before Shaughnessy: Basic Writing at
Yale and Harvard, 1920-1960 (Cccc Studies in Writing and Rhetoric) will make you to end up being smarter.
You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
that will open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like
that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Gloria Lockwood:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Before Shaughnessy: Basic
Writing at Yale and Harvard, 1920-1960 (Cccc Studies in Writing and Rhetoric) is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jillian Harrington:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Before Shaughnessy: Basic Writing at Yale and Harvard, 1920-1960 (Cccc Studies in Writing and
Rhetoric) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become
one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Before
Shaughnessy: Basic Writing at Yale and Harvard, 1920-1960 (Cccc Studies in Writing and Rhetoric) giving
you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better
life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary



investing spare time activity?
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