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Over the course of American history, Jews have held many American leaders in high esteem, but they
maintain a unique emotional bond with Abraham Lincoln. From the time of his presidency to the present
day, American Jews have persistently viewed Lincoln as one of their own, casting him as a Jewish sojourner
and, in certain respects, a Jewish role model. This pioneering compendium— The first volume of annotated
documents to focus on the history of Lincoln’s image, influence, and reputation among American Jews—
considers how Lincoln acquired his exceptional status and how, over the past century and a half, this
fascinating relationship has evolved.

Organized into twelve chronological and thematic chapters, these little-known primary source
documents—many never before published and some translated into English for the first time—consist of
newspaper clippings, journal articles, letters, poems, and sermons, and provide insight into a wide variety of
issues relating to Lincoln’s Jewish connection. Topics include Lincoln’s early encounters with Central
European Jewish immigrants living in the Old Northwest; Lincoln’s Jewish political allies; his encounters
with Jews and the Jewish community as President; Lincoln’s response to the Jewish chaplain controversy;
General U. S. Grant’s General Orders No. 11 expelling “Jews, as a class” from the Military Department of
Tennessee; the question of amending the U.S. Constitution to legislate the country’s so-called Christian
national character; and Jewish eulogies after Lincoln’s assassination. Other chapters consider the crisis of
conscience that arose when President Andrew Johnson proclaimed a national day of mourning for Lincoln on
the festival of Shavuot (the Feast of Weeks), a day when Jewish law enjoins Jews to rejoice and not to
mourn; Lincoln’s Jewish detractors contrasted to his boosters; how American Jews have intentionally
“Judaized” Lincoln ever since his death; the leading role that American Jews have played in in crafting
Lincoln’s image and in preserving his memory for the American nation; American Jewish reflections on the
question “What Would Lincoln Do?”; and how Lincoln, for America’s Jewish citizenry, became the avatar
of America’s highest moral aspirations.

With thoughtful chapter introductions that provide readers with a context for the annotated documents that
follow, this volume provides a fascinating chronicle of American Jewry’s unfolding historical encounter with
the life and symbolic image of Abraham Lincoln, shedding light on how the cultural interchange between
American ideals and Jewish traditions influences the dynamics of the American Jewish experience.

Finalist, 2014 National Jewish Book Award
Finalist, 2015 Ohioana Book Award
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From reader reviews:

Debra Yarbrough:

Here thing why this We Called Him Rabbi Abraham: Lincoln and American Jewry, a Documentary History
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. We Called Him Rabbi
Abraham: Lincoln and American Jewry, a Documentary History giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with We Called Him
Rabbi Abraham: Lincoln and American Jewry, a Documentary History. It gives you thrill looking at journey,
its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of We Called
Him Rabbi Abraham: Lincoln and American Jewry, a Documentary History in e-book can be your choice.

Eric Reynolds:

The book We Called Him Rabbi Abraham: Lincoln and American Jewry, a Documentary History has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Cleta Blackwell:

Beside this kind of We Called Him Rabbi Abraham: Lincoln and American Jewry, a Documentary History in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information
and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have We Called Him Rabbi Abraham: Lincoln and American Jewry,
a Documentary History because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Connie Hockaday:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books that
can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this We Called Him Rabbi Abraham: Lincoln and
American Jewry, a Documentary History.
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