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The Poetics of American Song Lyrics is the first collection of academic essays that regards songs as literature
and that identifies intersections between the literary histories of poems and songs. The essays by well-known
poets and scholars including Pulitzer Prize winner Claudia Emerson, Peter Guralnick, Adam Bradley, David
Kirby, Kevin Young, and many others, locate points of synthesis and separation so as to better understand
both genres and their crafts. The essayists share a desire to write on lyrics in a way that moves beyond
sociological, historical, and autobiographical approaches and explicates songs in relation to poetics. Unique
to this volume, the essays focus not on a single genre but on folk, rap, hip hop, country, rock, indie, soul, and
blues.

The first section of the book provides a variety of perspectives on the poetic history and techniques within
songs and poems, and the second section focuses on a few prominent American songwriters such as Bob
Dylan, Bruce Springsteen, and Michael Stipe. Through conversational yet in-depth analyses of songs, the
essays discuss sonnet forms, dramatic monologues, Modernism, ballads, blues poems, confessionalism,
Language poetry, Keatsian odes, unreliable narrators, personas, poetic sequences, rhythm, rhyme,
transcription methods, the writing process, and more. While the strategies of explication differ from essay to
essay, the nexus of each piece is an unveiling of the poetic history and poetic techniques within songs.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Buckley:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Poetics of American
Song Lyrics (American Made Music Series) book because this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Monica Ceja:

The reason why? Because this The Poetics of American Song Lyrics (American Made Music Series) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret
it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Jeffrey Gorski:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be read. The Poetics
of American Song Lyrics (American Made Music Series) can be your answer since it can be read by you
who have those short extra time problems.

Michael Carr:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Poetics of American Song
Lyrics (American Made Music Series) or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other
case, beside science book, any other book likes The Poetics of American Song Lyrics (American Made
Music Series) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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