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On May 1, 1865, two weeks after Abraham Lincoln's assassination, recently inaugurated president Andrew
Johnson appointed John Frederick Hartranft to command the military prison at the Washington Arsenal,
where the U.S. government had just incarcerated the seven men and one woman accused of complicity in the
shooting. From that day through the execution of four of the accomplices, the Pennsylvania-born general
held responsibility for the most notorious prisoners in American history. A strict adherent to protocol,
Hartranft kept a meticulously detailed account of his experiences in the form of a letterbook. In The Lincoln
Assassination Conspirators, noted Lincoln scholars Edward Steers, Jr., and Harold Holzer, in partnership
with the National Archives, present this fascinating historical record for the first time with contextual
materials and expert annotations, providing a remarkable glimpse behind the scenes of the assassination's
aftermath.

Hartranft oversaw every aspect of the prisoners' daily lives, from making sure they were fed and kept clean
to ensuring that no one communicated with them except on the written orders of Secretary of War Edwin M.
Stanton. In his Letterbook, Hartranft scrupulously recounts the arrival of each prisoner and describes the
prison routine -- which included three simple meals a day, a twice-daily cell inspection by Hartranft himself,
and frequent physical examinations by an army physician. The prisoners wore wrist and leg shackles and,
controversially, most of them wore special hoods designed to isolate them from their surroundings.

When the conspirators' trial began, the nation waited eagerly for news, and many sought retribution against
those they held responsible for the nation's grief. Hartranft resisted calls for both vengeance and mercy and
continued to treat his notorious charges as humanely as possible, facilitating meetings with clergy and
sending letters to and from family members. Yet, as his detached, detailed description of the execution of
four of the conspirators shows, he did not allow emotion to impede the performance of his duty.

The legal and moral issues surrounding the conspirators' trial -- the extraordinary use of military rather than
civil justice, the treatment of the accused while incarcerated, the fine line between swift and precipitous
justice -- remain volatile, unsettled issues today. Hartranft's keen observations, ably analyzed by historians
Steers and Holzer, will add a riveting new chapter to the story of Lincoln's assassination.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Oliveras:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Lincoln Assassination
Conspirators: Their Confinement and Execution, as Recorded in the Letterbook of John Frederick Hartranft.
All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social
media.

Enrique Hayes:

Here thing why this specific The Lincoln Assassination Conspirators: Their Confinement and Execution, as
Recorded in the Letterbook of John Frederick Hartranft are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is
as tasty as food or not. The Lincoln Assassination Conspirators: Their Confinement and Execution, as
Recorded in the Letterbook of John Frederick Hartranft giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with The Lincoln Assassination
Conspirators: Their Confinement and Execution, as Recorded in the Letterbook of John Frederick Hartranft.
It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in
the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car,
café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of The Lincoln Assassination Conspirators: Their Confinement and Execution, as
Recorded in the Letterbook of John Frederick Hartranft in e-book can be your substitute.

Jose Coleman:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Lincoln Assassination Conspirators: Their Confinement and Execution, as
Recorded in the Letterbook of John Frederick Hartranft book is readable by means of you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving The Lincoln
Assassination Conspirators: Their Confinement and Execution, as Recorded in the Letterbook of John
Frederick Hartranft content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The
Lincoln Assassination Conspirators: Their Confinement and Execution, as Recorded in the Letterbook of
John Frederick Hartranft is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?



Chuck Bryson:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. Through the book
The Lincoln Assassination Conspirators: Their Confinement and Execution, as Recorded in the Letterbook
of John Frederick Hartranft we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To
become creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book The Lincoln Assassination Conspirators:
Their Confinement and Execution, as Recorded in the Letterbook of John Frederick Hartranft. You can more
pleasing than now.
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