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This significant tome, with over 1500 photographs, covers the subject of portable firearms from muskets to
machineguns; from dueling pistols to Glocks; from derringers to elephant guns. Compiled by the expert staff
of the NRA National Firearms Museum, whose hands-on knowledge and skill comes over in text and
captions, The Illustrated History of Firearms provides a visual reference book to grace any aficionado's
library. It is easy to forget just how long humans have used firearms: early cannons were first used in Europe
in the 13th century and by around 1350, "hand cannons" or "hand gonnes" had been developed. From then
on, handguns and firearms have steadily developed: by the early 1400s, matchlocks were introduced; in the
early 1500s, the wheellock; flintlocks came in the late 16th century, then rifling, the percussion cap,
repeaters, smokeless powders, auto-loaders, automatic firearms.

Today, firearms development continues apace. Handguns, and revolvers in particular, have seen the
development of more and more powerful ammunition. New materials other than traditional blue steel and
wood have seen the development of "plastic guns" like the Glock making use of synthetic materials which
are more lightweight and less affected by environmental extremes. Options for aiming firearms have also
expanded dramatically over the past 50 years. Electronic red dot sights, glow in-the-dark night sights, ultra-
compact laser aiming systems, and even night vision scopes--systems that were hitherto the preserve of the
police or armed forces--have been incorporated on firearms available to the public.

The main use of firearms has also changed over the years. While hunting, self-defense and military use still
predominate, the sporting and recreational use of firearms is a significant worldwide factor in firearms
ownership--in particular in the United States where the National Rifle Association has ensured that "...the
right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed."
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Custer:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Illustrated History of Firearms: In Association with the
National Firearms Museum.

Lisa Gonzales:

The event that you get from The Illustrated History of Firearms: In Association with the National Firearms
Museum is a more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Illustrated History of Firearms: In
Association with the National Firearms Museum giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having that The Illustrated History of Firearms: In Association with the National
Firearms Museum instantly.

Allison Price:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Illustrated History of
Firearms: In Association with the National Firearms Museum, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Christopher Gaul:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Illustrated History of
Firearms: In Association with the National Firearms Museum can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book
you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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