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Historians and archaeologists define primary states -- "cradles of civilization" from which all modern nation
states ultimately derive -- as large-scale, territorially-based, autonomous societies in which a centralized,
bureaucratic government employs legitimate power to exercise sovereignty. The well-recognized list of
regions that witnessed the development of primary states is short: Egypt, Mesopotamia, the Indus Valley,
China, Mesoamerica, and Andean South America. Drawing on archaeological and ethnohistorical sources,
Robert J. Hommon demonstrates that Polynesia, with primary states in both Hawai'i and Tonga, should be
added to this list.

The Ancient Hawaiian State is a study of the ancient Hawaiians' transformation of their Polynesian
chiefdoms into primary state societies, un-influenced by pre-existing states. The emergence of primary states
is one of the most revolutionary transformations in human history, and Hawai'i's metamorphosis was so
profound that in some ways the contact-era Hawaiian states bear a closer resemblance to our world than to
that of their closely-related Eastern Polynesian contemporaries, 4,000 kilometers to the south. In contrast to
the other six regions, in which states emerged in the distant, proto- or pre-literate past, the transformation of
Hawaiian states is documented in an extensive body of oral traditions preserved in written form, a rich
literature of early post-contact eyewitness accounts by participants and Western visitors, as well as an
extensive archaeological record. Part One of this book describes three competing Hawaiian states, based on
the islands of Hawai'i, Maui, and O'ahu, that existed at the time of first contact with the non-Polynesian
world (1778-79). Part Two presents a detailed definition of state society and how contact-era Hawai'i
satisfies this definition. Part Three provides political and cultural context by comparing the Hawaiian states
with the Tongan state and five Polynesian chiefdom societies in the Solomon, Marquesan, and Society
Archipelagoes. Part Four provides a model of the Hawaiian state emergence across 800 years of history. This
innovative study will advance the analysis of Polynesian political development and shed light on the nature
and dynamics of primary state formation worldwide.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Carlson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
The Ancient Hawaiian State: Origins of a Political Society, you may tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Stephanie Sellers:

The reserve with title The Ancient Hawaiian State: Origins of a Political Society has lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Samuel Ware:

This The Ancient Hawaiian State: Origins of a Political Society is new way for you who has intense curiosity
to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Ancient Hawaiian
State: Origins of a Political Society can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside
this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable
by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
type for your better life and knowledge.

Martin Hanson:

You can find this The Ancient Hawaiian State: Origins of a Political Society by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways



for you.
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