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The U.S. Army has long used the staff ride as a tool for professional development, conveying the lessons of
the past to contemporary soldiers. In 1906 Maj. Eben Swift took twelve officer-students from Fort
Leavenworth’s General Service and Staff School to the Chickamauga battlefield on the Army’s first official
staff ride. Since that time Army educators have employed staff rides to provide officers a better
understanding of past military operations, of the vagaries of war, and of military planning. A staff ride to an
appropriate battlefield can also enliven a unit’s esprit de corps—a constant objective in peacetime or war. To
support such Army initiatives, the Center of Military History publishes staff ride guides, such as this one on
the Battle of First Bull Run. This account is drawn principally from contemporary after action reports and
from the sworn testimony of participants before the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, a
congressional entity created to investigate the Union defeats at First Bull Run and Ball’s Bluff. A First Bull
Run staff ride can offer significant military lessons. Revisiting this battle through the “eyes” of the men who
were there, both leaders and rank-and-file soldiers, allows one insights into decision making under pressure
and the human condition during battle. The campaign contains many lessons in command and control,
communications, intelligence, logistics, the accommodation of advances in weapon technology, and
mobilization in the absence of universal military training. First Bull Run was a first battle—a major
engagement after a prolonged period of peace. For some it constitutes a metaphor of the price paid for
military unpreparedness. Hopefully, this volume will prove a useful tool for those conducting a staff ride to
First Bull Run. Ted Ballard has been a historian with the U.S. Army Center of Military History since 1980
and a part of the Center’s staff ride program since 1986. Battle of First Bull Run joins his other battlefield
guides to Ball’s Bluff, Second Bull Run, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, and
Wilderness/Spotsylvania. In addition to being the author of numerous articles on military history, he was a
contributor to the Center’s publication, The Story of the Noncommissioned Officer Corps; the author of
Rhineland, a brochure in the Center’s series commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of World War II; and a
contributor to the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command publication, American Military Heritage, and
to the Virginia Army National Guard publication, The Tradition Continues: A History of the Virginia
National Guard, 1607–1985.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Sullivan:

Within other case, little people like to read book Battle of First Bull Run. You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Battle of First Bull
Run. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to
go to the library. Let's learn.

Patricia McGuire:

The book Battle of First Bull Run can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Battle of First Bull Run? Wide variety
you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Battle of First Bull Run has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open
up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Ellis Dunn:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update themselves
by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know which you should start with. This Battle of First Bull Run is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Eddie McCoy:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Battle of First Bull Run guide written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still uncertainty Battle of First Bull Run as good book not just by the cover but also
from the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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