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Dave Liebman is one of the leading forces in contemporary jazz. Prominently known for performing with
Miles Davis and Elvin Jones, he has exerted considerable influence as a saxophonist, bandleader, composer,
author, and educator. In addition to his recent recognition as a National Endowment for the Arts Jazz Master,
he has received the Order of Arts and Letters from France and holds an honorary doctorate from the Sibelius
Academy in Helsinki, Finland. He has mentored many of today's most notable young jazz musicians
worldwide and is a prolific writer on jazz.

In What It Is: The Life of a Jazz Artist, friend, pianist, and noted jazz scholar Lewis Porter conducts a series
of in-depth interviews with Liebman, who discusses his professional, personal, and musical relationships
with Davis and Jones, as well as such notable musicians as Chick Corea, Richie Beirach, Michael and Randy
Brecker, and many others. Through the interviews, Liebman discusses such personal matters as contracting
polio as a child and the difficulties it caused as an adult during his rise as a jazz musician. He offers insights
into the life of jazz performers of his generation, particularly the tumultuous period of the 1960s and 1970s.
The book also features rare photos from Liebman's personal collection. A fascinating and witty storyteller,
Liebman's stories in What It Is will appeal to jazz fans and scholars by providing a firsthand look into the
creative life of one of America's leading jazz musicians.
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From reader reviews:

Norris Patterson:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This What It Is: The Life of a Jazz Artist
(Studies in Jazz) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Harold Walsh:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The What It Is:
The Life of a Jazz Artist (Studies in Jazz) provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Santiago Klein:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This What It Is: The Life of a Jazz Artist (Studies in Jazz) can give
you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have What It Is: The Life of a Jazz Artist (Studies in
Jazz).

Herbert Knight:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this What It Is: The Life of a
Jazz Artist (Studies in Jazz).
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