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In the Garden of Beasts is Erik Larson’s fourth book which he describes as “narrative historical non-fiction,
“ where he resurrects historical figures as fleshed out characters and re-inserts them into often gripping
dramatic situations within their historical contexts. His books are not fictionalized accounts or retellings of
rote chronological events, but a character-laden narrative that gets the reader interested in how the characters
will fare, even if the outcomes, and even many of the characters’ fates, are already known. It is like watching
James Cameron’s Titanic, and hoping somehow, that the doomed ocean liner will turn itself upright, and let
Jack Dawson and Rose DeWitt Bukater happily live their lives together into old age.

The events of In the Garden of Beasts are chronologically, the most recent among Larson’s other books,
taking place in 1933 – 1934 as Adolf Hitler is laying the groundwork of his infamous Third Reich. It is told
mostly from the perspective of the United States’ ambassador to Germany, William Dodd, and his family,
especially his beloved, but peripatetic, daughter, Martha.

William Dodd seemed like a desperate choice for the ambassador position in Germany, when it seems that
no one wanted the position. A simple, professorial man, whose main joy in life was to spend time in his rural
farm, he was, as the book says, a square peg in a round hole, not given to the flamboyance and extravagance
of a high-ranking diplomat in a major European country.

Despite the howling winds of change ripping through Europe, and a Depression-wracked United States, he
stood his ground, surviving through, as long as he could, the political sniping that was part and parcel of
State Department politics; something that is very much in evidence to the current day. He did not
compromise his lifestyle, his values, and his family, insisting that he live his ambassador’s life on what the
U.S. government paid him for that position.

While he and his family were largely untouched by the violence around them, he tried to go beyond his
diplomatic duties, and appeal to whatever humanity existed in the monsters that were slowly taking over
Germany. He was a man of few friends, and died basically alone, a widower, while his daughter Martha, the
most colorful moving part in Larson’s book, flitted from one man to the next, and from one lifestyle to the
next, ending up as the longest surviving Dodd.

The consolation for Dodd is that he did not live long enough to witness the apex of the Nazi Third Reich,
which he vigorously warned the United States about. It would have eaten into him to know that 6 million
innocent Jews were killed because no one paid heed to the alarms that he sounded; especially when things
were a little more manageable, and Adolf Hitler had not yet established his foothold on the levers of power



in pre-Nazi Germany.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Garcia:

This In the Garden of Beasts: by Erik Larson | Key Summary Breakdown & Analysis: Love, Terror, and an
American Family in Hitler's Berlin are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person,
why. The reason of this In the Garden of Beasts: by Erik Larson | Key Summary Breakdown & Analysis:
Love, Terror, and an American Family in Hitler's Berlin can be among the great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that might
be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this In the Garden of Beasts: by
Erik Larson | Key Summary Breakdown & Analysis: Love, Terror, and an American Family in Hitler's
Berlin giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Erin Mohammad:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love In the Garden of Beasts: by Erik
Larson | Key Summary Breakdown & Analysis: Love, Terror, and an American Family in Hitler's Berlin,
you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type
is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Bertha Boone:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This In the Garden of Beasts: by Erik
Larson | Key Summary Breakdown & Analysis: Love, Terror, and an American Family in Hitler's Berlin is
simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it.
You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Theresa Kuykendall:

This In the Garden of Beasts: by Erik Larson | Key Summary Breakdown & Analysis: Love, Terror, and an
American Family in Hitler's Berlin is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you
who still having bit of digest in reading this In the Garden of Beasts: by Erik Larson | Key Summary
Breakdown & Analysis: Love, Terror, and an American Family in Hitler's Berlin can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build



itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person.
So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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