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Critical studies attempting to define and dissect American humor have been published steadily for nearly one
hundred years. However, until now, key documents from that history have never been brought together in a
single volume for students and scholars.

What's So Funny? Humor in American Culture, a collection of 15 essays, examines the meaning of humor
and attempts to pinpoint its impact on American culture and society, while providing a historical overview of
its progres-sion. Essays from Nancy Walker and Zita Dresner, Joseph Boskin and Joseph Dorinson, William
Keough, Roy Blount, Jr., and others trace the development of American humor from the colonial period to
the present, focusing on its relationship with ethnicity, gender, violence, and geography.

An excellent reader for courses in American studies and American social and cultural history, What's So
Funny? explores the traits of the American experience that have given rise to its humor.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Landa:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of What's So Funny?:
Humor in American Culture (American Visions: Readings in American Culture) book as beginning and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Stephanie Matias:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
definitely What's So Funny?: Humor in American Culture (American Visions: Readings in American
Culture).

Jack McCurdy:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this What's So Funny?: Humor in
American Culture (American Visions: Readings in American Culture) book written by well-known writer we
are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still doubt What's So Funny?: Humor in American Culture (American Visions: Readings in
American Culture) as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can
break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come
on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Michael Rahn:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. With the book What's So Funny?: Humor in American Culture (American Visions: Readings in
American Culture) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person
must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life with that book What's So Funny?: Humor in American Culture (American Visions:



Readings in American Culture). You can more attractive than now.
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