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First published in 2005, Understanding Jihad unravels the tangled historical, intellectual, and political
meanings of jihad within the context of Islamic life. In this revised and expanded second edition, author
David Cook has included new material in light of pivotal developments such as the extraordinary events of
the Arab Spring, the death of Usama b. Ladin, and the rise of new Islamic factions such as ISIS.

Jihad is one of the most loaded and misunderstood terms in the news today. Contrary to popular
understanding, the term does not mean "holy war." Nor does it simply refer to an inner spiritual struggle.
This judiciously balanced, accessibly written, and highly relevant book looks closely at a range of sources
from sacred Islamic texts to modern interpretations, opening a critically important perspective on the role of
Islam in the contemporary world.

David Cook cites from scriptural, legal, and newly translated texts to give readers insight into the often
ambiguous information that is used to construct Islamic doctrine. He sheds light on legal developments
relevant to fighting and warfare and places the internal, spiritual jihad within the larger context of Islamic
religion. He describes some of the conflicts that occur in radical groups and shows how the more mainstream
supporters of these groups have come to understand and justify violence. He has also included a special
appendix of relevant documents including materials related to the September 11 attacks and published
manifestos issued by Usama b. Ladin and Palestinian suicide-martyrs.
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From reader reviews:

Bethany Christiansen:

The book Understanding Jihad give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Understanding Jihad to become your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like open and read a publication Understanding Jihad. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Fern Barron:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Understanding Jihad
book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Breanne Gardner:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a book. The book Understanding Jihad it is rather good to read. There are a lot
of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you
did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Opal Moffett:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Understanding Jihad can make you feel more interested to read.
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