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Augusten Burroughs meets Mary Karr: a deeply funny and wickedly entertaining family memoir

The youngest of four daughters in an old, celebrated St. Louis family of prominent journalists and politicians
on one side, debutantes and equestrians on the other, Jeanne Darst grew up hearing stories of past grandeur.
And the message she internalized as a young girl was clear: While things might be a bit tight for us right
now, it’s only temporary. Soon her father would sell the Great American Novel and reclaim the family’s
former glory.

The Darsts uproot themselves and move from St. Louis to New York. Jeanne’s father writes one novel, and
then another, which don’t find publishers. This, combined with her mother’s burgeoning
alcoholism—nightly booze-fueled weepathons reminiscing about her fancy childhood—lead to financial
disaster and divorce. And as Jeanne becomes an adult, she is horrified to discover that she is not only a
drinker like her mother, but a writer like her father.

At first, and for years, she embraces both activities—living in an apartment with no bathroom, stealing food
from her babysitting gigs, and raising rent money by riding the subway topless and performing a one-woman
show in her living room. Until gradually she realizes that this life has not been thrust on her in some
handing-down-of-the-writing-mantle-way. She has chosen it; and until she can stop putting drinking and
writing ahead of everything else, it’s a questionable choice. “For a long time I was worried about becoming
my father,” she writes. “Then I was worried about becoming my mother. Now I was worried about becoming
myself.”

Ultimately, Darst sets out to discover whether a person can have the writing without the ruin, whether it’s
possible to be both sober and creative, ambitious and happy, a professional author and a parent. Filled with
brilliantly flawed, idiosyncratic characters and punctuated by Darst’s irreverent eye for absurdity, Fiction
Ruined My Family is a lovingly told, wickedly funny portrait of an unconventional life.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Welty:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their can
do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from
on guardería until university need that Fiction Ruined My Family to read.

Terrance Oneal:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Fiction
Ruined My Family suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular
book untitled Fiction Ruined My Familyis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Jeremy Gable:

The actual book Fiction Ruined My Family will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this
book very suited to you. The book Fiction Ruined My Family is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jeffry Yanez:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Fiction Ruined My Family, you
could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.
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