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“Step right up!” and buy a ticket to the Greatest Show on Earth—the Big Top, containing death-defying
stunts, dancing bears, roaring tigers, and trumpeting elephants. The circus has always been home to the
dazzling and the exotic, the improbable and the impossible—a place of myth and romance, of reinvention,
rebirth, second acts, and new identities. Asking why we long to soar on flying trapezes, ride bareback on
spangled horses, and parade through the streets in costumes of glitter and gold, this captivating book
illuminates the history of the circus and the claim it has on the imaginations of artists, writers, and people
around the world.
           
Traveling back to the circus’s early days, Linda Simon takes us to eighteenth-century hippodromes in Great
Britain and intimate one-ring circuses in nineteenth-century Paris, where Toulouse-Lautrec and Picasso
became enchanted with aerialists and clowns. She introduces us to P. T. Barnum, James Bailey, and the
enterprising Ringling Brothers and reveals how they created the golden age of American circuses. Moving
forward to the whimsical Circus Oz in Australia and to New York City’s Big Apple Circus and the grand
spectacle of Cirque du Soleil, she shows how the circus has transformed in recent years. At the center of the
story are the people—trick riders and tightrope walkers, sword swallowers and animal trainers, contortionists
and clowns—that created the sensational, raucous, and sometimes titillating world of the circus.
           
Beautifully illustrated and filled with rich historical detail and colorful anecdotes, The Greatest Shows on
Earth is a vibrant history for all those who have ever dreamed of running away to the circus.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Summers:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Greatest Shows on Earth: A History of the
Circus is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Christopher Patterson:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Greatest Shows on Earth: A History of the Circus book is readable
through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
regarding The Greatest Shows on Earth: A History of the Circus content conveys thinking easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Greatest Shows on Earth: A History of the Circus is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

David Hoag:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Greatest Shows on Earth: A History of the
Circus can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than
the others?

Nelson McNamee:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the
top checklist in your reading list is definitely The Greatest Shows on Earth: A History of the Circus. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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