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At the height of the ideological antagonism of the Cold War, the U.S. State Department unleashed an
unexpected tool in its battle against Communism: jazz. From 1956 through the late 1970s, America
dispatched its finest jazz musicians to the far corners of the earth, from Iraq to India, from the Congo to the
Soviet Union, in order to win the hearts and minds of the Third World and to counter perceptions of
American racism.

Penny Von Eschen escorts us across the globe, backstage and onstage, as Dizzy Gillespie, Louis Armstrong,
Duke Ellington, and other jazz luminaries spread their music and their ideas further than the State
Department anticipated. Both in concert and after hours, through political statements and romantic liaisons,
these musicians broke through the government's official narrative and gave their audiences an unprecedented
vision of the black American experience. In the process, new collaborations developed between Americans
and the formerly colonized peoples of Africa, Asia, and the Middle East--collaborations that fostered greater
racial pride and solidarity.

Though intended as a color-blind promotion of democracy, this unique Cold War strategy unintentionally
demonstrated the essential role of African Americans in U.S. national culture. Through the tales of these
tours, Von Eschen captures the fascinating interplay between the efforts of the State Department and the
progressive agendas of the artists themselves, as all struggled to redefine a more inclusive and integrated
American nation on the world stage.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Putnam:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Satchmo Blows Up the World: Jazz Ambassadors Play
the Cold War.

Dorothy Penland:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for us. The book Satchmo Blows Up the World: Jazz Ambassadors Play the Cold
War seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It
is rather advantages for you. The guide Satchmo Blows Up the World: Jazz Ambassadors Play the Cold War
is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Satchmo
Blows Up the World: Jazz Ambassadors Play the Cold War. You never experience lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Kent Walker:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Satchmo Blows Up the World:
Jazz Ambassadors Play the Cold War that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Satchmo Blows Up the World: Jazz
Ambassadors Play the Cold War become your own starter.

Duane Coley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Satchmo Blows Up the
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