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This study of perception and misperception in foreign policy was a landmark in the application of cognitive
psychology to political decision making. The New York Times called it, in an article published nearly ten
years after the book's appearance, "the seminal statement of principles underlying political psychology."

The perspective established by Jervis remains an important counterpoint to structural explanations of
international politics, and from it has developed a large literature on the psychology of leaders and the
problems of decision making under conditions of incomplete information, stress, and cognitive bias.

Jervis begins by describing the process of perception (for example, how decision makers learn from history)
and then explores common forms of misperception (such as overestimating one's influence). Finally, he tests
his ideas through a number of important events in international relations from nineteenth- and twentieth-
century European history.

In a contemporary application of Jervis's ideas, some argue that Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait in 1990 in
part because he misread the signals of American leaders with regard to the independence of Kuwait. Also,
leaders of the United States and Iraq in the run-up to the most recent Gulf War might have been operating
under cognitive biases that made them value certain kinds of information more than others, whether or not
the information was true. Jervis proved that, once a leader believed something, that perception would
influence the way the leader perceived all other relevant information.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Williams:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Perception and Misperception in International Politics
(Center for International Affairs, Harvard University) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Beverly Bell:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Perception and Misperception in International
Politics (Center for International Affairs, Harvard University) as the daily resource information.

Tara Smith:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Perception and Misperception in International Politics
(Center for International Affairs, Harvard University), you could enjoy both. It is good combination right,
you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Cheryl Saldana:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Perception and Misperception in
International Politics (Center for International Affairs, Harvard University) is simple to develop you can read
it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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