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The History of English: An Introduction provides a chronological analysis of the linguistic, social, and
cultural development of the English language from before its establishment in Britain around the year 450 to
the present. Each chapter represents a new stage in the development of the language from Old English
through Middle English to Modern Global English, all illustrated with a rich and diverse selection of primary
texts showing changes in language resulting from contact, conquest and domination, and the expansion of
English around the world.

The History of English goes beyond the usual focus on English in the UK and the USA to include the wider
global course of the language during and following the Early Modern English period. This perspective
therefore also includes a historical review of English in its pidgin and creole varieties and as a native and/or
second language in the Caribbean, Africa, Asia, and Australasia.

Designed to be user-friendly, The History of English contains:

chapter introductions and conclusions to assist study●

over 80 textual examples demonstrating linguistic change, accompanied by translations and/or glosses●

where appropriate
study questions on the social, cultural and linguistic background of the chapter topics●

further reading from key texts to extend or deepen the focus●

nearly 100 supporting figures, tables, and maps to illuminate the text●

16-pages of colour plates depicting exemplary texts, relevant artefacts, and examples of language usage,●

including Germanic runes, the opening page of Beowulf, the New England Primer, and the Treaty of
Waitangi.

The companion website at www.routledge.com/cw/gramley supports the textbook and features:

an extended view of major aspects of language development as well as synopses of material dealt with in a●

range of chapters in the book
further sample texts, including examples from Chaucer, numerous Early Modern English texts from a wide●

variety of fields, and twenty-first-century novels
additional exercises to help users expand their insights and apply background knowledge●

an interactive timeline of important historical events and developments with linked encyclopaedic entries●

audio clips providing examples of a wide range of accents●

The History of English is essential reading for any student of the English language.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Burdette:

This The History of English: An Introduction book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The
History of English: An Introduction without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry The History of English: An Introduction can bring when you are
and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This The History of English: An Introduction having excellent arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Eric Fincher:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the guide untitled The History of English: An Introduction can be great book to read. May be it might be
best activity to you.

Leon Santiago:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The History of English: An
Introduction reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt The History of
English: An Introduction as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book
that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Vivian Regan:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The History of English: An Introduction was
colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The History of English: An Introduction
has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
that.
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