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A Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey tells the remarkable story of America's first efforts to succeed in space, a time
of exploding rockets, national space mania, Florida boomtowns, and interservice rivalries so fierce that
President Dwight Eisenhower had to referee them.

When the Soviet Union launched the first orbital satellite, Sputnik I, Americans panicked. The Soviets had
nuclear weapons, the Cold War was underway, and now the USSR had taken the lead in the space race.
Members of Congress and the press called for an all-out effort to launch a satellite into orbit. With dire
warnings about national security in the news almost every day, the armed services saw space as the new
military frontier. But President Eisenhower insisted that the space effort, which relied on military
technology, be supervised by civilians so that the space race would be peaceful. The Navy's Vanguard
program flopped, and the Army, led by ex-Nazi rocket scientist Wernher von Braun and a martinet general
named J. Bruce Medaris (whom Eisenhower disliked), took over. Meanwhile, the Soviets put a dog inside
the next Sputnik, and Americans grew more worried as the first animal in space whirled around the Earth.

Throughout 1958 America went space crazy. UFO sightings spiked. Boys from Brooklyn to Burbank shot
model rockets into the air. Space-themed beauty pageants became a national phenomenon. The news media
flocked to the launchpads on the swampy Florida coast, and reporters reinvented themselves as space
correspondents. And finally the Army's rocket program succeeded. Determined not to be outdone by the
Russians, America's space scientists launched the first primate into space, a small monkey they nicknamed
Old Reliable for his calm demeanor. And then at Christmastime, Eisenhower authorized the launch of a
secret satellite with a surprise aboard.

A Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey memorably recalls the infancy of the space race, a time when new technologies
brought ominous danger but also gave us the ability to realize our dreams and reach for the stars.
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From reader reviews:

Linda King:

This A Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey: 1957 -- The Space Race Begins book is not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information
you will get. This A Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey: 1957 -- The Space Race Begins without we know teach the
one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry A Ball, a
Dog, and a Monkey: 1957 -- The Space Race Begins can bring any time you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This A
Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey: 1957 -- The Space Race Begins having very good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Edna McArdle:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time,
we will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind
of activity have you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the
book you have read is definitely A Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey: 1957 -- The Space Race Begins.

Barbara Simon:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey: 1957 --
The Space Race Begins can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than
the others?

Awilda Kell:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book A Ball, a Dog, and a Monkey: 1957 -- The Space
Race Begins was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book A Ball, a Dog, and a
Monkey: 1957 -- The Space Race Begins has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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