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In this original and sweeping review of Jewish culture and history, Ivan Marcus examines how and why
various rites and customs celebrating stages in the life cycle have evolved through the ages and persisted to
this day. For each phase of life--from childhood and adolescence to adulthood and the advanced years?the
book traces the origin and development of specific rites associated with the events of birth, circumcision, and
schooling; bar and bat mitzvah and confirmation; engagement, betrothal, and marriage; and aging, dying, and
remembering. Customs in Jewish tradition, such as the presence of godparents at a circumcision, the use of a
four-poled canopy at a wedding, and the placing of small stones on tombstones, are discussed. In each
chapter, detailed descriptions walk the reader through such ceremonies as early modern and contemporary
circumcision, weddings, and funerals.

In a comparative framework, Marcus illustrates how Jewish culture has negotiated with the majority cultures
of the ancient Near East, Greco-Roman antiquity, medieval European Christianity, and Mediterranean Islam,
as well as with modern secular and religious movements and social trends, to renew itself through ritual
innovation.

In his extensive research on the Jewish life cycle, Marcus draws from documents on various customs and
ritual practices, offering reassessments of original sources and scholarly literature.

Marcus’s survey is the first comprehensive study of the rites of the Jewish life cycle since Hayyim Schauss's
The Lifetime of the Jew was published in 1950, written for Jewish readers. Marcus’s book addresses a
broader audience and is designed to appeal to scholars and interested readers.
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From reader reviews:

Luther Ritenour:

Typically the book The Jewish Life Cycle: Rites of Passage from Biblical to Modern Times (Samuel and
Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book The Jewish Life Cycle: Rites of Passage from Biblical to Modern Times
(Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Harold Bunch:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read will be The Jewish Life Cycle: Rites of Passage from Biblical to Modern Times (Samuel
and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies).

Silvia Smedley:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Jewish Life Cycle: Rites of Passage from
Biblical to Modern Times (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies), you may enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Kathryn Cortez:

This The Jewish Life Cycle: Rites of Passage from Biblical to Modern Times (Samuel and Althea Stroum
Lectures in Jewish Studies) is new way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief
your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having bit of digest in reading this The Jewish Life Cycle: Rites of Passage from Biblical to Modern Times
(Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just



read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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