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"In the Amazon Basin the greatest violence sometimes begins as a flicker of light beyond the horizon. There
in the perfect bowl of the night sky, untouched by light from any human source, a thunderstorm sends its
premonitory signal and begins a slow journey to the observer, who thinks: the world is about to change."
Watching from the edge of the Brazilian rain forest, witness to the sort of violence nature visits upon its
creatures, Edward O. Wilson reflects on the crucible of evolution, and so begins his remarkable account of
how the living world became diverse and how humans are destroying that diversity.

Wilson, internationally regarded as the dean of biodiversity studies, conducts us on a tour through time,
traces the processes that create new species in bursts of adaptive radiation, and points out the cataclysmic
events that have disrupted evolution and diminished global diversity over the past 600 million years. The five
enormous natural blows to the planet (such as meteorite strikes and climatic changes) required 10 to 100
million years of evolutionary repair. The sixth great spasm of extinction on earth caused this time entirely by
humans may be the one that breaks the crucible of life. Wilson identifies this crisis in countless ecosystems
around the globe: coral reefs, grasslands, rain forests, and other natural habitats. Drawing on a variety of
examples such as the decline of bird populations in the United States, the extinction of many species of
freshwater fish in Africa and Asia, and the rapid disappearance of flora and fauna as the rain forests are cut
down, he poignantly describes the death throes of the living world's diversity-projected to decline as much as
20 percent by the year 2020.

All evidence marshaled here resonates through Wilson's tightly reasoned call for a spirit of stewardship over
the world's biological wealth. He makes a plea for specific actions that will enhance rather than diminish not
just diversity but the quality of life on earth. Cutting through the tangle of environmental issues that often
obscure the real concern, Wilson maintains that the era of confrontation between forces for the preservation
of nature and those for economic development is over; he convincingly drives home the point that both aims
can, and must, be integrated. Unparalleled in its range and depth, Wilson's masterwork is essential reading
for those who care about preserving the world's biological variety and ensuring our planet's health.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Nguyen:

The book The Diversity of Life, Special Edition make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book The Diversity of Life, Special Edition
to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a guide The Diversity of Life,
Special Edition. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how
do you think about this guide?

Rubye Carter:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take The Diversity of Life, Special Edition as your daily resource information.

Terrie Anderson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Diversity of Life, Special Edition
e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The Diversity of Life, Special Edition as good book not
merely by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its
handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Linda Cooper:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Diversity of Life, Special Edition is
simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You
can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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