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This pioneering work is the first to trace how our understanding of the causes of human behavior has
changed radically over the course of European and American cultural history since 1830. Focusing on the act
of murder, as documented vividly by more than a hundred novels including Crime and Punishment, An
American Tragedy, The Trial, and Lolita, Stephen Kern devotes each chapter of A Cultural History of
Causality to examining a specific causal factor or motive for murder--ancestry, childhood, language,
sexuality, emotion, mind, society, and ideology. In addition to drawing on particular novels, each chapter
considers the sciences (genetics, endocrinology, physiology, neuroscience) and systems of thought
(psychoanalysis, linguistics, sociology, forensic psychiatry, and existential philosophy) most germane to
each causal factor or motive.

Kern identifies five shifts in thinking about causality, shifts toward increasing specificity, multiplicity,
complexity, probability, and uncertainty. He argues that the more researchers learned about the causes of
human behavior, the more they realized how much more there was to know and how little they knew about
what they thought they knew. The book closes by considering the revolutionary impact of quantum theory,
which, though it influenced novelists only marginally, shattered the model of causal understanding that had
dominated Western thought since the seventeenth century.

Others have addressed changing ideas about causality in specific areas, but no one has tackled a broad
cultural history of this concept as does Stephen Kern in this engagingly written and lucidly argued book.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Willis:

This A Cultural History of Causality: Science, Murder Novels, and Systems of Thought are generally reliable
for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this A Cultural History of
Causality: Science, Murder Novels, and Systems of Thought can be on the list of great books you must have
is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that
probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this A Cultural History of Causality:
Science, Murder Novels, and Systems of Thought forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

Margaret Burman:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A Cultural History of
Causality: Science, Murder Novels, and Systems of Thought, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Clyde Traynor:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be read. A
Cultural History of Causality: Science, Murder Novels, and Systems of Thought can be your answer given it
can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Yolanda Sartain:

This A Cultural History of Causality: Science, Murder Novels, and Systems of Thought is fresh way for you
who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this A
Cultural History of Causality: Science, Murder Novels, and Systems of Thought can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,



don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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