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How much faith should we place in what scientists tell us? Is it possible for scientific knowledge to be fully
'objective'? What, really, can be defined as science? In the second edition of this Very Short Introduction,
Samir Okasha explores the main themes and theories of contemporary philosophy of science, and
investigates fascinating, challenging questions such as these. Starting at the very beginning, with a concise
overview of the history of science, Okasha examines the nature of fundamental practices such as reasoning,
causation, and explanation. Looking at scientific revolutions and the issue of scientific change, he asks
whether there is a discernible pattern to the way scientific ideas change over time, and discusses realist
versus anti-realist attitudes towards science. He finishes by considering science today, and the social and
ethical philosophical questions surrounding modern science. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Ahlstrom:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Philosophy of Science: Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important a new book Philosophy of Science: Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open
a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to
go to the library. Let's go through.

George Oneal:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Philosophy of
Science: Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) suitable to you? The particular book was written
by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Philosophy of Science: Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions)is the one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots
of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Marcus Laws:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Philosophy
of Science: Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) will give you a new experience in studying a
book.

Sheila Rivera:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in the top
checklist in your reading list is definitely Philosophy of Science: Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to
be precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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