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In 1955 the Supreme Court ruled that veterans of the U.S. armed forces could not be court-martialed for
overseas crimes that were not detected until after they had left military service. Territorial limitations placed
such acts beyond the jurisdiction of civilian courts, and there was no other American court in which they
could be adjudicated. As a result, a jurisdictional gap emerged that for decades exempted former troops from
prosecution for war crimes. "This was not merely a theoretical possibility," Patrick Hagopian writes. Over a
dozen former soldiers who participated in the My Lai massacre did in fact "get away with murder." Further
court rulings expanded the gap to cover civilian employees and contractors that accompanied the armed
forces.

In American Immunity, Hagopian places what he calls the "superpower exemption" in the context of a long-
standing tension between international law and U.S. sovereignty. He shows that despite the U.S. role in
promulgating universal standards of international law and forming institutions where those standards can be
enforced, the United States has repeatedly refused to submit its own citizens and troops to the jurisdiction of
international tribunals and failed to uphold international standards of justice in its own courts.

In 2000 Congress attempted to close the jurisdictional gap with passage of the Military Extraterritorial
Jurisdiction Act. The effectiveness of that legislation is still in question, however, since it remains unclear
how willing civilian American juries will be to convict veterans for conduct in foreign war zones.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Leduc:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important for people. The book American Immunity: War
Crimes and the Limits of International Law (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) was making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
reserve American Immunity: War Crimes and the Limits of International Law (Culture, Politics, and the
Cold War) is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all
the book American Immunity: War Crimes and the Limits of International Law (Culture, Politics, and the
Cold War). You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Benjamin French:

The particular book American Immunity: War Crimes and the Limits of International Law (Culture, Politics,
and the Cold War) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The
book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

John Bennett:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
American Immunity: War Crimes and the Limits of International Law (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War)
the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for
but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one web
form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The American Immunity: War
Crimes and the Limits of International Law (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) giving you a different
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in
this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when
you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Daniel Pitts:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book American Immunity: War Crimes
and the Limits of International Law (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) to make your reading is interesting.
Your skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the publication American Immunity:



War Crimes and the Limits of International Law (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) can to be your friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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