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After the long period of cultural decline known as the Dark Ages, Europe experienced a rebirth of
scholarship, art, literature, philosophy, and science and began to develop a vision of Western society that
remains at the heart of Western civilization today.

By placing the image of the Virgin Mary at the center of their churches and their lives, medieval people
exalted womanhood to a level unknown in any previous society. For the first time, men began to treat
women with dignity and women took up professions that had always been closed to them.

The communion bread, believed to be the body of Jesus, encouraged the formulation of new questions in
philosophy: Could reality be so fluid that one substance could be transformed into another? Could ordinary
bread become a holy reality? Could mud become gold, as the alchemists believed? These new questions
pushed the minds of medieval thinkers toward what would become modern science.

Artists began to ask themselves similar questions. How can we depict human anatomy so that it looks real to
the viewer? How can we depict motion in a composition that never moves? How can two dimensions appear
to be three? Medieval artists (and writers, too) invented the Western tradition of realism.

On visits to the great cities of Europe—monumental Rome; the intellectually explosive Paris of Peter
Abelard and Thomas Aquinas; the hotbed of scientific study that was Oxford; and the incomparable Florence
of Dante and Giotto—Cahill brilliantly captures the spirit of experimentation, the colorful pageantry, and the
passionate pursuit of knowledge that built the foundations for the modern world. Bursting with stunning
four-color art, MYSTERIES OF THE MIDDLE AGES is the ultimate Christmas gift book.
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From reader reviews:

Alta Valentin:

The book Mysteries of the Middle Ages: The Rise of Feminism, Science, and Art from the Cults of Catholic
Europe (Hinges of History) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Mysteries of the Middle
Ages: The Rise of Feminism, Science, and Art from the Cults of Catholic Europe (Hinges of History) to
become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a
publication Mysteries of the Middle Ages: The Rise of Feminism, Science, and Art from the Cults of
Catholic Europe (Hinges of History). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Victor Green:

This book untitled Mysteries of the Middle Ages: The Rise of Feminism, Science, and Art from the Cults of
Catholic Europe (Hinges of History) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in
the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to
you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Elizabeth Cornelius:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Mysteries
of the Middle Ages: The Rise of Feminism, Science, and Art from the Cults of Catholic Europe (Hinges of
History).

Kelly Breedlove:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Mysteries of the Middle Ages: The Rise of
Feminism, Science, and Art from the Cults of Catholic Europe (Hinges of History) can be the response, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this



brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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