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I first read Mikhail Bulgakov's The Master and Margarita on a balcony of the Hotel Metropole in Saigon on
three summer evenings in 1971. The tropical air was heavy and full of the smells of cordite and motorcycle
exhaust and rotting fish and wood-fire stoves, and the horizon flared ambiguously, perhaps from heat
lightning, perhaps from bombs. Later each night, as was my custom, I would wander out into the steamy
back alleys of the city, where no one ever seemed to sleep, and crouch in doorways with the people and
listen to the stories of their culture and their ancestors and their ongoing lives. Bulgakov taught me to hear
something in those stories that I had not yet clearly heard. One could call it, in terms that would soon
thereafter gain wide currency, "magical realism". The deadpan mix of the fantastic and the realistic was at
the heart of the Vietnamese mythos. It is at the heart of the present zeitgeist. And it was not invented by
Gabriel Garcia Marquez, as wonderful as his One Hundred Years of Solitude is. Garcia Marquez's landmark
work of magical realism was predated by nearly three decades by Bulgakov's brilliant masterpiece of a
novel. That summer in Saigon a vodka-swilling, talking black cat, a coven of beautiful naked witches,
Pontius Pilate, and a whole cast of benighted writers of Stalinist Moscow and Satan himself all took up
permanent residence in my creative unconscious. Their presence, perhaps more than anything else from the
realm of literature, has helped shape the work I am most proud of. I'm often asked for a list of favorite
authors. Here is my advice. Read Bulgakov. Look around you at the new century. He will show you things
you need to see.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Collier:

The book The Master and Margarita make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Master and Margarita to become your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects.
You can know everything if you like wide open and read a publication The Master and Margarita. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this e-book?

Jeffery Herring:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the book untitled The Master and Margarita can be good book to read. May be it could
be best activity to you.

Coleen Isabel:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books
in the top listing in your reading list will be The Master and Margarita. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.

Lauren Miner:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning
something by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these
claims The Master and Margarita.
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