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This book tells nothing less than the story of how the modern, Western view of the world was born. Cultural
and intellectual historian Anthony Pagden explains how, and why, the ideal of a universal, global, and
cosmopolitan society became such a central part of the Western imagination in the ferment of the
Enlightenment - and how these ideas have done battle with an inward-looking, tradition-oriented view of the
world ever since. Cosmopolitanism is an ancient creed; but in its modern form it was a creature of the
Enlightenment attempt to create a new 'science of man', based upon a vision of humanity made up of
autonomous individuals, free from all the constraints imposed by custom, prejudice, and religion. As Pagden
shows, this 'new science' was based not simply on 'cold, calculating reason', as its critics claimed, but on the
argument that all humans are linked by what in the Enlightenment were called 'sympathetic' attachments. The
conclusion was that despite the many tribes and nations into which humanity was divided there was only one
'human nature', and that the final destiny of the species could only be the creation of one universal,
cosmopolitan society. This new 'human science' provided the philosophical grounding of the modern world.
It has been the inspiration behind the League of Nations, the United Nations and the European Union.
Without it, international law, global justice, and human rights legislation would be unthinkable. As Anthony
Pagden argues passionately and persuasively in this book, it is a legacy well worth preserving - and one that
might yet come to inherit the earth.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Healey:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any book. It is
really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The
book The Enlightenment it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book offers high quality.

Melissa Parra:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This publication The Enlightenment was filled about science. Spend your time
to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Louetta Cantrell:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as
of book The Enlightenment. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it
might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Emily Sandlin:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the
book The Enlightenment we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative
person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this book The Enlightenment. You can more pleasing than now.
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