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The most broadly accepted explanation of Sufism i the etymological derivation of the term from the Arabic
for “wool,” ??f, associating practitioners with a preference for poor, rough clothing. This explanation clearly
identifies Sufism with ascetical practice and the importance of manifesting spiritual poverty through material
poverty. In fact, some of the earliest “Western” descriptions of individuals now widely associated with the
larger phenomenon of Sufism identified them with the Arabic term faq?r, mendicant, or its most common
Persian equivalent, darw?sh. Sufism, as presented here embraces a host of features including the ritual,
institutional, psychological, hermeneutical, artistic, literary, ethical, and epistemological.

This second edition of Historical Dictionary of Sufism contains a chronology, an introduction, a glossary,
and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 1,000 cross-referenced entries on important
personalities, major historical figures and movements, practices, economy, foreign relations, religion, and
culture. This book is an excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more
about Sufism.
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From reader reviews:

Jeanie Clark:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Historical Dictionary of
Sufism (Historical Dictionaries of Religions, Philosophies, and Movements Series)? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Connie Nixon:

The book Historical Dictionary of Sufism (Historical Dictionaries of Religions, Philosophies, and
Movements Series) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe
the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book
Historical Dictionary of Sufism (Historical Dictionaries of Religions, Philosophies, and Movements Series)
is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier
to read the book.

Mark Brainerd:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Historical Dictionary of Sufism
(Historical Dictionaries of Religions, Philosophies, and Movements Series) which is having the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Joshua Miner:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Historical Dictionary of
Sufism (Historical Dictionaries of Religions, Philosophies, and Movements Series) can be the respond to, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era
is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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