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Drawing upon a remarkable mix of intensive research and the personal experience of a career devoted to the
music about which Dvoák so presciently spoke, Maurice Peress's lively and convincing narrative treats
readers to a rare and delightful glimpse behind the scenes of the burgeoning American school of music and
beyond.

In Dvorak to Duke Ellington, Peress begins by recounting the music's formative years: Dvorák's three year
residency as Director of the National Conservatory of Music in New York (1892-1895), and his students, in
particular Will Marion Cook and Rubin Goldmark, who would in turn become the teachers of Ellington,
Gershwin, and Copland. We follow Dvorák to the famed Chicago World's Fair of 1893, where he directed a
concert of his music for Bohemian Honor Day. Peress brings to light the little known African American
presence at the Fair: the piano professors, about-to-be-ragtimers; and the gifted young artists Paul Dunbar,
Harry T. Burleigh, and Cook, who gathered at the Haitian Pavilion with its director, Frederick Douglass, to
organize their own gala concert for Colored Persons Day.

Peress, a distinguished conductor, is himself a part of this story; working with Duke Ellington on the Suite
from Black, Brown and Beige and his "opera comique," Queenie Pie; conducting the world premiere of
Leonard Bernstein's Mass; and reconstructing landmark American concerts at which George Antheil's Ballet
Mecanique, George Gershwin's Rhapsody in Blue, James Reese Europe's Clef Club (the first all-black
concert at Carnegie Hall), and Ellington's Black, Brown and Beige, were first presented. Concluding with an
astounding look at Ellington and his music, Dvorák to Duke Ellington offers an engrossing, elegant portrait
of the Dvorák legacy, America's music, and the inestimable African-American influence upon it.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Butera:

The book Dvorak to Duke Ellington: A Conductor Explores America's Music and Its African American
Roots can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave the good thing like a book Dvorak to Duke Ellington: A Conductor Explores America's
Music and Its African American Roots? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim
that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Dvorak to Duke Ellington: A Conductor Explores America's Music and Its African American
Roots has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance
the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Alan Robert:

Precisely why? Because this Dvorak to Duke Ellington: A Conductor Explores America's Music and Its
African American Roots is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author
who write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have
such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Nancy Brown:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
and soon. The Dvorak to Duke Ellington: A Conductor Explores America's Music and Its African American
Roots provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Irene Delong:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended for your requirements is Dvorak to Duke Ellington: A Conductor Explores America's



Music and Its African American Roots this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this
book. Here is why this book suited all of you.
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