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Here is a whimsical and captivating collection of odd facts, strange beliefs, outlandish opinions, and other
highly amusing trivia of the ancient Romans. We tend to think of the Romans as a pragmatic people with a
ruthlessly efficient army, an exemplary legal system, and a precise and elegant language. A Cabinet of
Roman Curiosities shows that the Romans were equally capable of bizarre superstitions, logic-defying
customs, and often hilariously derisive views of their fellow Romans and non-Romans.
Classicist J. C. McKeown has organized the entries in this entertaining volume around major themes--The
Army, Women, Religion and Superstition, Family Life, Medicine, Slaves, Spectacles--allowing for quick
browsing or more deliberate consumption. Among the book's many gems are:

· Romans on urban living:
The satirist Juvenal lists "fires, falling buildings, and poets reciting in August as hazards to life in Rome."

· On enhanced interrogation:
"If we are obliged to take evidence from an arena-fighter or some other such person, his testimony is not to
be believed unless given under torture." (Justinian)

· On dreams:
Dreaming of eating books "foretells advantage to teachers, lecturers, and anyone who earns his livelihood
from books, but for everyone else it means sudden death"

· On food:
"When people unwittingly eat human flesh, served by unscrupulous restaurant owners and other such people,
the similarity to pork is often noted." (Galen)

· On marriage:
In ancient Rome a marriage could be arranged even when the parties were absent, so long as they knew of
the arrangement, "or agreed to it subsequently."

· On health care:
Pliny caustically described medical bills as a "down payment on death," and Martial quipped that "Diaulus
used to be a doctor, now he's a mortician. He does as a mortician what he did as a doctor."

For anyone seeking an inglorious glimpse at the underside of the greatest empire in history, A Cabinet of
Roman Curiosities offers endless delights.
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From reader reviews:

Mellisa White:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled A Cabinet of Roman Curiosities: Strange Tales and Surprising Facts from
the World's Greatest Empire. Try to make the book A Cabinet of Roman Curiosities: Strange Tales and
Surprising Facts from the World's Greatest Empire as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

James Goodman:

The book A Cabinet of Roman Curiosities: Strange Tales and Surprising Facts from the World's Greatest
Empire can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book A Cabinet of Roman Curiosities: Strange Tales and
Surprising Facts from the World's Greatest Empire? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book A Cabinet of Roman Curiosities: Strange Tales and Surprising Facts from the World's Greatest
Empire has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Norman Brown:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love A Cabinet of Roman Curiosities: Strange
Tales and Surprising Facts from the World's Greatest Empire, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Clarence Anderson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this A Cabinet of Roman Curiosities: Strange
Tales and Surprising Facts from the World's Greatest Empire e-book written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you
still skepticism A Cabinet of Roman Curiosities: Strange Tales and Surprising Facts from the World's



Greatest Empire as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can
break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.
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