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Walt Whitman: The Song of Himself is the first full-length critical biography of Walt Whitman in more than
forty years. Jerome Loving makes use of recently unearthed archival evidence and newspaper writings to
present the most accurate, complete, and complex portrait of the poet to date. This authoritative biography
affords fresh, often revelatory insights into many aspects of the poet's life, including his attitudes toward the
emerging urban life of America, his relationships with his family members, his developing notions of male-
male love, his attitudes toward the vexed issue of race, and his insistence on the union of American states.
Virtually every chapter presents material that was previously unknown or unavailable, and Whitman emerges
as never before, in all his complexity as a corporal, cerebral, and spiritual being. Loving gives us a new Poet
of Democracy, one for the twenty-first century.

Loving brings to life the elusive early Whitman, detailing his unhappy teaching career, typesetting jobs,
quarrels with editors, and relationships with family and friends. He takes us through the Civil War—with
Whitman's moving descriptions of the wounded and dying he nursed, the battlegrounds and camps he
visited—demonstrating why the war became one of the defining events of Whitman's life and poetry.
Loving's account of Whitman's relationship with Ralph Waldo Emerson is one of the most complete and
fascinating available. He also draws insights from new material about Whitman's life as a civil servant, his
Lincoln lectures, and his abiding campaign to gain acceptance for what was regarded by many as a "dirty
book." He examines each edition of Leaves of Grass in connection with the life and times that produced it,
demonstrating how Whitman's poetry serves as a priceless historical document—marking such events as
Grant's death, the completion of the Washington monument, Custer's defeat, and the Johnstown flood—at the
same time that it reshapes the canon of American literature.

The most important gap in the Whitman record is his journalism, which has never been completely collected
and edited. Previous biographers have depended on a very incomplete and inaccurate collection. Loving has
found long-forgotten runs of the newspapers Whitman worked on and has gathered the largest collection of
his journalism to date. He uses these pieces to significantly enhance our understanding of where Whitman
stood in the political and ideological spectra of his era.

Loving tracks down the sources of anecdotes about Whitman, how they got passed from one biographer to
another, were embellished and re-contextualized. The result is a biography in which nothing is claimed
without a basis in the factual record. Walt Whitman: The Song of Himself will be an invaluable tool for
generations to come, an essential resource in understanding Leaves of Grass and its poet—who defied
literary decorum, withstood condemnation, and stubbornly pursued his own way.
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From reader reviews:

Marian Jackson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Walt Whitman: The Song of Himself. Try to make the book Walt Whitman:
The Song of Himself as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Karen Jude:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Walt Whitman: The Song of Himself is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Bradley Sparks:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Walt Whitman: The Song of Himself
book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing
skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Walt Whitman: The Song of
Himself as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break
don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Cesar Benedetto:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them
is this Walt Whitman: The Song of Himself.



Download and Read Online Walt Whitman: The Song of Himself
Jerome Loving #RNP7YW0SHV2



Read Walt Whitman: The Song of Himself by Jerome Loving for
online ebook

Walt Whitman: The Song of Himself by Jerome Loving Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read,
good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books
online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read
Walt Whitman: The Song of Himself by Jerome Loving books to read online.

Online Walt Whitman: The Song of Himself by Jerome Loving ebook PDF download

Walt Whitman: The Song of Himself by Jerome Loving Doc

Walt Whitman: The Song of Himself by Jerome Loving Mobipocket

Walt Whitman: The Song of Himself by Jerome Loving EPub


