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Among the most fascinating animals in the world’s oceans are the more than 2,000 species of starfish. Called
"Asteroids" by scientists who study them (after their taxonomic name, Asteroidea)?or sea stars in some parts
of the world?starfish are easily recognized because of their star-like form. Starfish is a comprehensive
volume devoted to the integrative and comparative biology and ecology of starfish.

Written by the world's leading experts on starfish, the integrative section covers topics such as reproduction,
developmental biology and ecology, larval ecology, and the ecological role of starfish as a group. The
comparative section considers the biology and ecology of important species such as Acanthaster planci,
Heliaster helianthoides, Asterias amurensis, and Pisaster ochraceus.

Replete with detailed, scientifically accurate illustrations and the latest research findings, Starfish examines
the important role of these invertebrates in the marine environment, a topic of great interest because of their
impact on the food web. As major predators that are able to evert their stomach and wrap it around their
prey, starfish can have a significant impact on commercial fisheries.

Starfish are of interest not only to echinoderm specialists but also to marine biologists and invertebrate
zoologists in general and, increasingly, to the medical community. A starfish’s ability to regenerate body
parts is almost unequalled in the animal world, making them ideal models for basic science studies on the
topic.

Contributors: Charles D. Amsler, Bill J. Baker, Mario Barahona, Michael F. Barker, Maria Byrne, Juan
Carlos Castilla, Katharina Fabricius, Patrick Flammang, Andrew S. Gale, Carlos F. Gaymer, Jean-François
Hamel, Elise Hennebert, John H. Himmelman, Michel Jangoux, John M. Lawrence, Tatiana Manzur, James
B. McClintock, Bruce A. Menge, Annie Mercier, Anna Metaxas, Sergio A. Navarette, Timothy D. O’Hara,
John S. Pearse, Carlos Robles, Eric Sanford, Robert E. Scheibling, Richard L. Turner, Carlos Renato R.
Ventura, Kristina M. Wasson, Stephen A. Watts
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From reader reviews:

Allison Stiffler:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just their can
do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need that Starfish: Biology and Ecology of the Asteroidea to read.

Joshua Nichols:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book Starfish: Biology and Ecology of the Asteroidea it is very good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to
read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Jennifer Meeks:

Starfish: Biology and Ecology of the Asteroidea can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Starfish: Biology and
Ecology of the Asteroidea yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial considering.

Dorothy Saunders:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Starfish: Biology and
Ecology of the Asteroidea which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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