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Oaths were ubiquitous rituals in ancient Athenian legal, commercial, civic and international spheres. Their
importance is reflected by the fact that much of surviving Greek drama features a formal oath sworn before
the audience. This is the first comprehensive study of that phenomenon. The book explores how the oath can
mark or structure a dramatic plot, at times compelling characters like Euripides' Hippolytus to act contrary to
their best interests. It demonstrates how dramatic oaths resonate with oath rituals familiar to the Athenian
audiences. Aristophanes' Lysistrata and her accomplices, for example, swear an oath that blends protocols of
international treaties with priestesses' vows of sexual abstinence. By employing the principles of Speech Act
theory, this book examines how the performative power of the dramatic oath can mirror the status quo, but
also disturb categories of gender, social status and civic identity in ways that redistribute and confound social
authority.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Beckley:

The book Performing Oaths in Classical Greek Drama make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should
use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Performing Oaths
in Classical Greek Drama to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up
and read a reserve Performing Oaths in Classical Greek Drama. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Victoria Schwan:

The experience that you get from Performing Oaths in Classical Greek Drama could be the more deep you
looking the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to know but Performing Oaths in Classical Greek Drama giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this Performing Oaths in Classical Greek Drama instantly.

Anne Bonk:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find reserve that need more time to be go through. Performing Oaths in Classical Greek Drama can be your
answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Kelly Breedlove:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those guides have many
advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With the book
Performing Oaths in Classical Greek Drama we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Performing Oaths in Classical Greek Drama.
You can more attractive than now.
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