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Winner of the coveted China Times Novel Prize, this postmodern, first-person tale of a contemporary
Taiwanese gay man reflecting on his life, loves, and intellectual influences is among the most important
recent novels in Taiwan.

The narrator, Xiao Shao, recollects a series of friends and lovers, as he watches his childhood friend, Ah
Yao, succumb to complications from AIDS. The brute fact of Ah Yao's death focuses Shao's simultaneously
erudite and erotic reflections magnetically on the core theme of mortality. By turns humorous and
despondent, the narrator struggles to come to terms with Ah Yao's risky lifestyle, radical political activism,
and eventual death; the fragility of romantic love; the awesome power of eros; the solace of writing; the cold
ennui of a younger generation enthralled only by video games; and life on the edge of mainstream Taiwanese
society. His feverish journey through forests of metaphor and allusion?from Fellini and Lévi-Strauss to
classical Chinese poetry?serves as a litany protecting him from the ravages of time and finitude.

Impressive in scope and detail, Notes of a Desolate Man employs the motif of its characters' marginalized
sexuality to highlight Taiwan's vivid and fragile existence on the periphery of mainland China. Howard
Goldblatt and Sylvia Li-chun Lin's masterful translation brings Chu T'ien-wen's lyrical and inventive
pastiche of political, poetic, and sexual desire to the English-speaking world.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Maselli:

This Notes of a Desolate Man are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why.
The explanation of this Notes of a Desolate Man can be among the great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Notes of a Desolate Man giving you
an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Michael Burr:

The e-book untitled Notes of a Desolate Man is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the
e-book of Notes of a Desolate Man from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Jessica Jones:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Notes of a Desolate Man, you can enjoy
both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Katherine Hood:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Notes of a Desolate Man is simple to
bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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